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	))
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STAFF’S PROPOSED LIST OF ISSUES, 

ORDER OF WITNESSES AND CROSS-EXAMINATION 


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), and for its Proposed List of Issues, Order of Witnesses and Cross-Examination respectfully submits as follows: 


1.  On August 1, 2002, Laclede Gas Company (Laclede) filed with the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) proposed tariff sheets to establish an experimental school district aggregation service, pursuant to Section 393.310 RSMo Supp. 2002 (the Statute). 


2.  On August 13, 2002, a procedural conference was held, and the date of August 26, 2002, was set for the submission of a proposed procedural schedule.  On August 22, 2002, the Commission granted intervention to the Missouri School Boards’ Association (MSBA).  On August 23, 2002, a technical conference involving all of the Parties was held.  On August 26, 2002, the Staff filed a proposed procedural schedule.  Also on August 26, 2002, Laclede filed a response to the proposed procedural schedule.  On August 28, 2002, Staff filed its Response to the Laclede filing.  On August 29, 2002, the Commission issued its Order Adopting Procedural Schedule and Expediting Transcripts.  On August 30, 2002, the Board of Education of the City of St. Louis (SLBD) filed its application to intervene which was granted on September 23, 2002.  On September 18, 2002, Staff filed a Motion to Revise Procedural Schedule and Motion for Expedited Treatment.  Also on September 18, 2002, the MSBA filed a Motion to Amend Procedural Schedule, requesting that the hearing be moved from October 3, 2002, to October 7, 2002.  On September 19, 2002, the Commission issued its Order Regarding Motions to Amend Procedural Schedule which adopted a modified procedural schedule.  On September 26, 2002, MSBA filed a Renewed Motion to Amend Procedural Schedule.  On September 30, 2002, the Commission issued its Order Rescheduling Hearing Date And Amending Procedural Schedule.  


3.  On October 11, 2002, the Parties filed a Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement in this case.  On October 17, 2002, the Commission issued its Order Approving Stipulation and Agreement.  The Order approved the Parties’ Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement, along with Tariff Sheets 41-45 (the Tariff) establishing an experimental school district aggregation service for Laclede customers. 


4.  In paragraph 6 of the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement, the Parties stated as follows:  

 
Subsequent Filing.  The parties agree that, within 60 days of the effective date of the tariff establishing the experimental program, the Company, Staff, Office of the Public Counsel and the association representing the schools shall meet to determine if they can reach a mutually acceptable recommendation for revising the treatment of capacity costs or other program provisions subsequent to May 31, 2003.  Such parties shall file either their joint recommendation or, if an agreement is not reached, their individual recommendations regarding such matters, by March 17, 2003 together with testimony explaining why such revisions are appropriate and consistent with the requirements of Section  393.310.  The parties will request that the Commission issue its decision to be effective June 1, 2003.  The parties agree that ESEs participating in the first year of the program will continue to participate through, at a minimum, the end of the first Aggregation Year, which is October 31, 2003, as set forth in Section C of the tariff.  The parties further agree that any true-up of capacity revenues and costs will be consistent with the Commission’s decision on the treatment of capacity as set forth in this paragraph.  

5.  Pursuant to the Stipulation and Agreement, the Parties participated in a phone conference regarding the issue of transportation capacity costs on December 11, 2002.   The Parties did not reach a mutually acceptable recommendation for revising the treatment of such capacity costs.  The Parties agree that this is the only issue remaining in this case.  

6.   On March 17, 2003, Staff, Laclede and MSBA filed Supplemental Direct Testimony.  SLBD and the Office of the Public Counsel (OPC) did not file testimony.  On April 1, 2003, Staff, Laclede and the MSBA filed Supplemental Rebuttal Testimony. 

I. List of Issues


Laclede and MSBA have filed competing tariff proposals regarding the transportation capacity for which the eligible school entities should be responsible.

A. Does the Statute, Stipulation and Agreement, or the Tariff require eligible school entities to take or pay for interstate pipeline capacity acquired by Laclede to serve the requirements of the eligible school entities?

B. If so, which of the competing tariff proposals for the treatment of capacity costs under the Program may and should the Commission adopt?

II.  ORDER OF WITNESSES


A.  LACLEDE


1.  Michael Cline


B. MSBA


1.  Louie R. Irvin
C. STAFF



1.  Thomas Imhoff
III.  ORDER OF CROSS-EXAMINATION


A. LACLEDE WITNESSES


1.  OPC 



2.  Staff


3.  SLBD 


4.  MSBA


B. STAFF WITNESSES

1.  OPC

2.  SLBD

3.  MSBA


4. Laclede

C. MSBA WITNESSES

1.  Staff

2.  OPC

3.  SLBD

4.  Laclede

Staff has been informed that the OPC, MSBA, SLBD and Laclede have no objection to the Proposed Order of Witnesses and Cross Examination. 

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Staff respectfully requests that the Commission accept the List of Issues, Order of Witnesses and Order of Cross-Examination.   
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