BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Laclede Gas Company
)

to Implement an Experimental Low Income Assistance
)
Case No. GT-2003-0117

Program Called Catch-Up/Keep-Up.




)
Tariff No. JG-2003-0396

ORDER GRANTING INTERVENTION

This order grants the application to intervene of the Missouri Department of Natural Resources.

On September 23, 2002, Laclede Gas Company filed proposed tariff sheets to implement a program called Catch‑Up/Keep‑Up for its eligible low‑income customers.  The Commission has suspended the proposed tariff until January 21, 2003, and set a procedural schedule for the case which includes an evidentiary hearing on December 2‑3, 2002.

On November 6, 2002, the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) filed an application to intervene.  MDNR, and specifically its Energy Center, is a state agency vested with powers and duties set forth in Section 640.150, RSMo.  MDNR states that it has an interest in this matter that is different from that of the general public, and that its intervention will serve the public interest in that the Energy Center will be looking at Laclede's proposed tariffs from a formal policy and planning perspective, as well as considering the potential impacts on environmental quality.  In particular, the Energy Center will assess the commitment by Laclede to provide low‑ or no‑cost weatherization to low‑income families.  MDNR’s Energy Center would also review the proposed plan in relation to the mandate set forth in Section 640.150, RSMo, which includes planning for energy resource development; analyzing energy management issues; consulting and cooperating with all state and federal governmental agencies on matters of energy research and development, management, conservation and distribution; assessing the potential impacts on environ​mental quality; and analyzing the potential for increased us of energy alternatives and making recom​mendations for the expanded us of such alternate energy sources and technologies.  MDNR states that the Energy Center opposes the proposed tariffs as filed, but would welcome the opportunity to work with Laclede, Staff and the Office of the Public Counsel to explore whether a program can be developed that will have benefits to consumers and the environment.

On November 18, 2002, the Staff filed a motion in support of MDNR’s application to intervene.  No other party filed a response to MDNR’s application, and the time for doing so has now passed.

The Commission has reviewed the application and determines that it is in substantial compliance with Commission rules regarding intervention.  The Commission determines that MDNR has an interest in this matter that is different from the interest of the general public, and concludes that MDNR’s application to intervene should be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the application to intervene filed by the Missouri Department of Natural Resources on November 6, 2002, is granted.

2. That this order shall become effective on December 2, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 26th day of November 2002.
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