BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Adoption of an Interconnection
)

Agreement with Spectra Communications Group,
)
Case No. LO-2004-0448

LLC, by Big River Telephone Company, LLC.
)

ORDER SCHEDULING EVIDENTIARY HEARING 

AND DIRECTING FILINGS

On March 2, 2004, Big River Telephone company, LLC, filed a Notice of Adoption  of Interconnection Agreement under 47 U.S.C. 252(i) (the Act) and 47 C.F.R. 51.809 and 4 CSR 240‑2.060   On March 12, the Commission issued its Order Directing Notice and Making Spectra Communications Group, LLC, a party.  Spectra filed Comments in Opposition to the Notice of Adoption of Interconnection Agreement on April 1.  Big River filed a response on April 5, and a memorandum and Exhibit A on April 8.   The Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed its Recommendation and Memorandum on April 12, recommending that the Commission take notice of the adoption of the previously approved interconnection agreement.  Spectra filed a Response to Staff Recommendation on April 22.

The Commission notes that the parties appear to disagree as the whether or not Big River may be required to sign an adoption “confirmation letter” as part of its adoption of the interconnection agreement.  The Commission determines that this matter should be expeditiously set for hearing.  The Commission will require the filing of an issues list, position statement, and pre-trial briefs.   Because this hearing is being expedited, there will not be enough time to allow for the submission of prefiled testimony.  Therefore, all testimony will be presented live at the hearing.   The Commission, however, notes that it appears that few, if any, of the facts appear to be in dispute.  If this is the case, the parties may wish to stipulate to the facts.  Any such stipulation should be filed at the same time as the position statements.  Post-hearing briefs will not be permitted.  Rather, the parties are directed to present oral arguments at the conclusion of the evidentiary hearing.   Furthermore, the Commission will order that the transcript of the hearing be expedited.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That no later than May 3, 2004, the parties shall file a list of issues to be determined by the Commission.  The Staff of the Commission shall be responsible for actually drafting and filing the list of issues, and the other parties shall cooperate with Staff in the development thereof.  Any issue not included in the issues list will be presumed to not require determination by the Commission.

2. That no later than May 5, 2004, each party shall file its statement of position on each disputed issue, including a summary of the factual and legal points relied on by the party.  Such statement shall be simple and concise, shall follow the issues set out in the issues list, and shall no contain argument about why the party believes its position to be the correct one.

3. That no later than May 10, 2004, the parties shall file pre-trial briefs.  

4. That a hearing shall be held on May 11, 2004, at 8:30 a.m. in the Room 310 of the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  The Governor Office Building meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Anyone needing additional accommodations to participate in the prehearing should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice), or Relay Missouri at 711, prior to the prehearing conference.

5. That the parties shall make closing arguments, in lieu of post-hearing briefs, at the conclusion of the hearing.

6. That the transcript of the hearing shall be expedited and submitted one business day following the hearing. 

7. That this order shall become effective on April 27, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 27th day of April, 2004.
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