BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila 

)

Networks- MPS’s Tariff Filing to Complete Natural )
Case No. - GT-2004-0042

Gas Tariff Revisions




)
Tariff No. - YG-2004-0078

MOTION TO DENY REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and for its response to Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks- MPS’s (Aquila) Request for Expedited Treatment states:  


 1.
On July 16, 2003, Aquila filed a Motion for expedited treatment to approve a tariff filing to become effective on July 23, 2003.  


2.  
On July 17, the Commission in its Order Directing Response to Motion for Expedited Treatment, ordered the Staff to respond by July 18, 2003.

3.
The tariff filing is actually blank sheets that effectively remove old tariff provisions for replacement with tariffs filed separately.  Approval of the blank pages would remove the current rules.

4.
Staff is in discussions with Aquila concerning its tariff filings, JG-2003-2216 and  JG-2003-2217 that will replace the tariff language that will be removed by this filing and approval of the blank sheets.  Staff recommends that the Commission deny expedited treatment in this case until the company and Staff are able to resolve issues in the replacement tariff so that the two may become effective simultaneously and the old provisions are replaced with the new language with no lapse between removal and replacement.

5.  The Staff will work with Aquila to get all of these related tariff sheets to the Commission promptly, but does believe that simultaneous removal of tariff language with the replacement language is important so that approval of these tariff (blank) sheets should not occur prior to the replacement language being submitted. 
WHEREFORE, Staff respectfully requests that, at this time, the Commission deny Aquila’s request for expedited treatment.  Staff will work diligently with Aquila to move the tariff filing forward as quickly as possible. 
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