BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Petition of Northeast Missouri
)

Rural Telephone Company for Modification of the
)
Case No. IO-2004-0468
Federal Communications Commission Require-
)

ment to Implement Number Portability.

)

ORDER DENYING MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT

On March 15, 2004, Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Corporation filed a Petition for Modification of Local Number Portability Obligations, and Alternatively for Suspension.  Northeast’s pleading includes a Motion for Expedited Treatment in which it requests, under 4 CSR 240‑2.080(16), that the Commission issue its order on or before April 15, 2004, because of the impending Federal Communications Commission’s deadline of May 24, 2004. 

In support of its motion for expedited treatment, Northeast states that the Federal Communication Commission’s recent orders impose requirements that are substantially different from its prior local number portability (LNP) rules, and the FCC has not yet clarified a number of issues relating to wireline-to-wireless LNP for small rural local exchange carriers.  Northeast indicates that the FCC’s LNP orders require costly software updates and possibly switch replacement, and it will be difficult for small rural carriers to complete these updates or replacements by May 24, 2004.  According to Northeast, granting the extension will not have a negative effect on its customers or on the general public.  Northeast indicates that to its knowledge, none of its customers have requested porting.  In addition, Northeast states that its pleading was filed as soon as it could have been after reviewing the FCC’s recent decisions, seeking clarification of those decisions, attempting to assess implementation procedures, costs, and monitoring the efforts of similarly situated carriers in the industry with respect to implementing intermodal LNP.

The Commission has reviewed the request for expedited treatment and determines that it should be denied.  The Commission requires additional information before it can rule on the Petition for Modification of Local Number Portability Obligations.  The Commission therefore issued a separate order scheduling a joint On-the-Record Presentation for May 5, 2004, in order to address questions in this and other local number portability cases.    

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Corporation’s Motion for Expedited Treatment, filed on March 15, 2004, is denied.

2. That this order shall become effective on April 26, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 16th day of April, 2004.
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