BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of BPS Telephone Company’s Election to
)

be Regulated under Price Cap Regulation as Provided
)
Case No. IO-2004-0597

in Section 392.245, RSMo 2000.





)

ORDER ADOPTING PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

AND SETTING ORAL ARGUMENTS

On August 9, 2004, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, on behalf of all the parties, filed a proposed procedural schedule in this matter.  The Commis​sion has reviewed the proposed schedule and finds that it is reasonable and should be granted.  

In addition, the parties are hereby notified that the Commission may request additional information or clarification of facts provided in the stipulation, and thus, it may be necessary to provide factual witnesses at the oral arguments.  The Commission will reserve a date for a hearing on the stipulation of facts as well as oral arguments on the legal matters.

Furthermore the Commission will set the following procedures: 

(A)
The Commission’s general policy provides for the filing of the transcript within two weeks after a hearing or oral arguments.  The Commission will request that the transcript for the oral arguments or stipulation hearing be filed within one working day of the event.

(B)
All pleadings, briefs and amendments shall be filed in accordance with 4 CSR 240‑2.080 unless otherwise directed.  If briefs are filed they must set forth and cite the proper portions of the record concerning the unresolved issues that are to be decided by the Commission. 

(C)
All parties are required to bring an adequate number of copies of exhibits that they intend to offer into evidence at the oral arguments or stipulation hearing.  If the exhibit has been previously filed in the case and served on the parties, only one copy is needed for the court reporter.  If the exhibit has not been previously filed, the party offering the exhibit should bring, in addition to the copy for the court reporter, copies for the five Commissioners, the Presiding Officer, and all counsel.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the procedure set out above and the procedural schedule is adopted as follows:

Stipulation of Facts 
August 23, 2004

Initial Briefs
October 8, 2004

Reply Briefs
October 22, 2004

Oral Arguments/Stipulation Hearing
October 29, 2004


9:00 a.m.

The oral arguments or hearing will be held at the Commission's offices in the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, a facility that meets the accessibility standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the hearing or prehearing conference should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the hearing or oral arguments.

2. That the parties are directed to comply with the conditions and schedule set out in this order. 

That this order shall become effective on August 13, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 13th day of August, 2004.
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