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Staff Responses to Commission Order Directing Filing


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and in response to the Commission’s Orders Directing Filing of January 6 and January 7, 2005, states:

1. On November 30, 2004, MCC Telephony of Missouri, Inc. filed a request for a certificate of service authority to provide basic local exchange, non-switched local exchange and interexchange telecommunications service.  On January 6, 2005, the Small Telephone Company Group and the Missouri Independent Telephone Group each filed an Application to Intervene.  The Commission has directed its Staff to respond to these Applications.  

2. The Commission’s regulation governing intervention is located at 4 CSR 240-2.075.  Both applications were filed within the time allotted by the Commission, and thus comply with the provisions of Subsection (1) of that rule.

3. Subsection (2) of the Commission’s intervention rule states that “[a]n application to intervene shall state the proposed intervenor’s interest in the case and reasons for seeking intervention, and shall state whether the proposed intervenor supports or opposes the relief sought or that the proposed intervenor is unsure of the position it will take.”  Both applications fulfill this requirement.  In paragraph 5 of each application, the proposed intervenor states that [i]t is not clear at this time how MCC’s stated intention to provide various point-to-point dedicated service arrangements over a predominantly IP-based network will affect Applicant’s services or compensation for use of Applicants’ networks,” but requests intervention to protect their interests as providers of telecommunications service in Missouri.  In paragraph 6 of each application, the proposed intervenor indicates they have insufficient information to determine if they support or oppose MCC’s application.

4. Subsection (3) of the Commission’s intervention rule states that “[a]n association filing an application to intervene shall list all of its members.”  Both applications have done so.

5. Subsection (4) of the Commission’s intervention rule states that the Commission may grant intervention if the applicant is a proposed intervenor who “has an interest different that that of the general public and which may be adversely affected by a final order arising from the case” or if “[g]ranting the proposed intervention would serve the public interest.”  Both applications have indicated they have interests different from that of the general public by virtue of their status as telecommunications service providers (paragraph 5) and that adding their expertise and perspective to this case would be in the public interest.

6. Staff does not oppose the intervention of the Small Telephone Company Group and the Missouri Independent Telephone Group, and their Applications to intervene meet the terms of the Commission’s relevant regulation.

WHEREFORE, Staff states that it does not oppose the intervention of the Small Telephone Company Group and the Missouri Independent Telephone Group in this matter.
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