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Subject:
Staff Recommendation to Approve in Part and Deny in Part CenturyTel's Request to Override the Decision of the North American Numbering Plan Administrator                                                               
Date:
January 13, 2004, 2004

On December 20, 2004, CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC (CenturyTel) filed a request for additional numbering resources with the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission).  CenturyTel requests that the Commission review and reverse a decision of NeuStar, Inc. (NeuStar), the Pooling Administrator/North American Numbering Plan Administrator (Pooling Administrator), to withhold certain numbering resources which would enable CenturyTel to serve the needs of customers in the Wentzville rate center.  CenturyTel requires these number resources to provide basic local telecommunications service on a non-Metropolitan Calling Area/Metropolitan Calling Area (MCA) basis.  Included in CenturyTel’s filing are copies of the Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Request – Part 1A (Part 1), and Pooling Administrator’s Response/Confirmation - Part 3 form (Part 3), Months to Exhaust Utilization Certification Worksheet, and Code of Federal Regulations Title 47 – Telecommunication Chapter 1 – Federal Communications Commission (47 52.15 CFR). 

Background

On December 14, 2004, CenturyTel submitted an application to the Pooling Administrator for two blocks of 1,000 telephone numbers in the Wentzville rate center.  CenturyTel’s application, known as a Part 1 Request, was made to obtain two blocks dedicated to MCA numbers for the Wentzville rate center. Although data show that CenturyTel is currently assigned 4,687 telephone numbers for the Wentzville rate center, the available numbers have not been dedicated for MCA service. Missouri’s MCA plan necessitates the use of separate, dedicated telephone numbers for both MCA and non-MCA telephone service. Hence, CenturyTel’s request is necessitated due to the MCA plan.   

On December 17, 2004, the Pooling Administrator denied CenturyTel’s request for two blocks of 1,000 telephone numbers because the months-to-exhaust criteria exceeded 6 months.  The Thousands-Block Number Pooling Administration Guidelines (Section 8.3.4)
 state that applicants must demonstrate that existing numbering resources for the rate center will exhaust within 6 months.  CenturyTel’s months-to-exhaust is 17.576 which exceeds the 6 month inventory history. Therefore, CenturyTel fails to qualify for additional resources based on the Months-to-Exhaust forecast. However, CenturyTel’s utilization rate of 75.180 is above the FCC guidelines of 75%. Therefore, CenturyTel qualifies for a 1,000 block of additional numbering resources because its utilization rate exceeds industry guidelines  as set forth in Regulation 47 52.15 CFR (3)(5).
   

Recommendation

CenturyTel does not meet the months-to-exhaust criteria because it exceeds 6 months, but meets the required utilization rate of 75% as set forth in the FCC guidelines.  Missouri’s MCA requires separate codes to serve both MCA and non-MCA customers.  CenturyTel does not have MCA numbers available to assign to customers.  For this reason, CenturyTel has demonstrated a verifiable need for one block of 1,000 additional numbers in the Wentzville rate center. However, Staff does not recommend that CenturyTel receive two 1,000 blocks of telephone numbers because it does not meet the industry established numbering conservation measures. Moreover, CenturyTel does not indicate a specific request from a customer for another block of 1,000 telephone numbers.  As stated above, CenturyTel meets established guidelines for one 1,000 block of additional telephone numbers; however, CenturyTel fails to qualify for two 1,000 blocks of additional telephone numbers.   Therefore, the Staff recommends language in the Commission’s order be substantially as follows:

1. Grant  CenturyTel’s request for a block of 1,000 telephone numbers.

2. Deny  CenturyTel’s request for an additional block of 1,000 telephone numbers.

3. Order CenturyTel to sequentially assign the block of 1,000 telephone numbers. 

Staff is unaware of any other filing that may affect or be affected by this filing.



 FILLIN "Type purpose of filing" \* MERGEFORMAT 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
The Company is not delinquent in filing an annual report and paying the PSC assessment. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The Company is delinquent.  Staff recommends the Commission grant the requested relief/action on the condition the applicant corrects the delinquency.  The applicant should be instructed to make the appropriate filing in this case after it has corrected the delinquency.  

( FORMCHECKBOX 
 No annual report   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unpaid PSC assessment.  Amount owed:      )
� Thousands-Block Number (NXX-X) Pooling Administration Guidelines, November 26, 2004.


�  Code of Federal Regulations Title 47-Telecommunication Chapter I – Federal Communications Commission, Subchapter B – Common Carrier Services, Part 52 Numbering.





