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Staff Request for Clarification


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, and seeks clarification from the Commission as follows:

1.
On June 17, 2002, MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc., Brooks Fiber Communications of Missouri, Inc., Metropolitan Fiber Systems of St. Louis, Inc., Metropolitan Fiber Systems of Kansas City, Missouri, Inc., Intermedia Communications, Inc., MCImetro Access Transmission Services, LLC, Teleconnect Long Distance Services & Systems Company, MCI WorldCom Network Services, Inc., TTI National, Touch 1 Long Distance, Inc., and BLT Technologies, Inc. (movants) filed a Request for Confidential Treatment for portions of their 2001 Annual Reports with the Commission.  Staff filed its Final Recommendation in this case on September 23, 2002, and the Commission issued its Order Granting Leave to File Annual Report Out of Time and Granting Partial Confidential Treatment of Annual Reports (“Order”) on October 18, 2002.

2.
In its Order, the Commission declined to grant confidential treatment to the Taxpayer ID Number (item 13 in the report) of MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc.and the Taxpayer ID Number of Intermedia Communications.

3.
In its Final Recommendation, Staff stated that:  “Movants have submitted both a nonredacted version to be kept under seal and a redacted open public version that clearly informs the reader that certain information has been submitted under seal.  As Staff recommends that the Commission deny confidential treatment for the Taxpayer ID Numbers of MCI Worldcom Communications, Inc., and Intermedia Communications, Staff recommends that the Commission direct these two movant parties to file revised redacted open public versions that include the Taxpayer ID Number.”

4.
The Commission did not address this aspect of Staff’s Recommendation in its Order.  At this time, the two taxpayer ID numbers that did not receive confidential treatment are not publicly available, as they are only contained in the version filed confidentially.  If movants do not file a revised, redacted version of the MCI Worldcom Communications, Inc., and Intermedia Communications annual reports, this information will not be available to the public and the Commission’s finding on this aspect will not be effectuated.  Staff seeks clarification on this point.

5.
Staff also stated in its Final Recommendation that it “notes that movants’ parent company, Worldcom, Inc., has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in Petition No. 02-13533 in the United States Bankruptcy Court of the Southern District of New York.  Staff recommends that if any additional information (beyond the two Taxpayer ID Numbers discussed above) contained in movants’ annual reports subject of the Request becomes public in that proceeding, movants should notify the Commission and the public information should no longer receive confidential treatment.” 


6.
The Commission also did not address this portion of Staff’s Recommendation.  Staff is uncertain whether, by not directing movants to notify the Commission if information currently not publicly available becomes publicly available, the Commission has indicated that there is no need to do so, and seeks clarification of this point as well.


WHEREFORE, Staff seeks clarification from the Commission regarding whether the Commission intended to direct movants to file revised redacted open public versions that include the Taxpayer ID Number for MCI Worldcom Communications, Inc., and Intermedia Communications; and for the movants to file revised versions of the publicly available annual reports incorporating newly public information if the information movants seek to be confidentially maintained becomes available to the general public.
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