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Staff Recommendation

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its recommendation states:

1.
On July 23, 2003, CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, filed tariff sheets to implement annual rate changes under the Price Cap Statute, Section 392.245 RSMo 2000.  CenturyTel proposes to increase its rates for basic local telecommunications services under Section 392.245.4 (1) (a) by the change in the telephone service component of the Consumer Price Index.  CenturyTel proposes to increase rates for certain nonbasic telecommunications services under Section 392.245.11 by up to eight percent.

2.
On July 23, 2003, the Commission directed the Staff to file no later than August 15, 2003, either its memorandum or a status report informing the Commission of a date certain whereon it will file its memorandum.

3.
In the attached Memorandum, which is labeled Appendix A, the Staff states its opinion that CenturyTel’s filing complies with the Price Cap Statute and therefore recommends approval.

WHEREFORE, Staff recommends that the Commission approve CenturyTel’s price cap tariff filing.
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