
   BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of Atmos Energy’s RPGA Filing 
)
Case No. GR-2003-0219
ORDER APPROVING INTERIM RATES 


On December 19, 2002, Atmos Energy Corporation filed tariff sheets to reflect changes in its Purchased Gas Adjustment (PGA) factors for the remainder of this winter season. 

These changes will result in increases in Atmos’ service areas.  In Area G (former Greeley District), the net PGA factor will increase to $0.3053 per Ccf from the PGA factor of $0.2568 per Ccf currently in effect.  For Area B (Old Butler District), the PGA factor will increase to $0.46857 per Ccf from a scheduled winter season firm PGA factor of $0.41322 per Ccf.  For Area K (Old Kirksville District), the PGA factor will increase to $0.60133 per Ccf from a scheduled winter season firm PGA factor of $0.54598 per Ccf.  For Area S (Old SEMO District), the PGA factor will increase to $0.58264 per Ccf from a scheduled winter season firm PGA factor of $0.52746 per Ccf.  For the Bowling Green District, the Hannibal/Canton District, and the Palmyra District, the firm PGA factor will increase to $0.5251 per Ccf from the firm PGA factor of $0.4587 per Ccf currently in effect.  For the Neelyville District, the firm PGA factor will increase to $0.5628 per Ccf from the firm PGA factor of $0.4816 per Ccf currently in effect.  

On December 31, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed its Memorandum and Recommendation in this case.  Staff noted that, because Atmos’ PGA clause allows for PGA change filings to take affect on ten days’ notice, good cause has been shown pursuant to Section 393.140 (11), RSMo 2000, to permit the tariff to become effective on less than thirty days’ notice.  Staff also recommended that the rates be interim, subject to refund.  

The Commission has reviewed the proposed tariff sheets and Staff’s Memoranda and Recommendation.  The Commission finds that the tariff sheet conforms to the Company’s Commission-approved PGA Clause and is therefore reasonable.  After considering Staff's recommendation, and for good cause shown pursuant to Section 393.140(11), RSMo 2000, the Commission concludes that the proposed tariff sheet should be approved to become effective on and after the requested effective date of January 6, 2003, on an interim basis, subject to refund. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the proposed tariff sheets filed on December 19, 2002, and substituted on December 23, 2002, by Atmos Energy Corporation are approved on an interim basis, subject to refund, for service rendered on and after January 6, 2003.  The tariff sheets approved are:

P.S.C. MO. No. 1
2nd Revised Sheet No. 37, canceling 1st Revised Sheet No. 37, For Area B

2nd Revised Sheet No. 49, canceling First Revised Sheet No. 49.

2nd Revised Sheet No. 81, canceling 1st Revised Sheet No. 81, For Area K

2nd Revised Sheet No. 113, canceling 1st Revised Sheet No. 113

2nd Revised Sheet No. 149, canceling 1st Revised Sheet No. 149, For Area S

2nd Revised Sheet No. 188, canceling 1st Revised Sheet No. 188

 
2.
That this order shall become effective on January 6, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Lewis Mills, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 3rd day of January, 2003.
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