Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of SBC Missouri to Increase Rates for Directory Services and Directory Assistance
	)))
	Case No. IT-2004-______
Tariff File No. JI-2004-1466

	
	
	


Motion to Suspend Tariff Filing

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its motion states:

1.
On June 10, 2004, Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P., d/b/a SBC Missouri filed revised tariff sheets designed to implement rate increases for Directory Services, Directory Assistance, and Plexar Services.  The revised sheets bear a proposed effective date of July 10, 2004.  The revised tariff sheets are assigned Tariff File No. JI-2004-1466.  Pursuant to Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.065, the revised tariff sheets are attached as Appendix A.


2.
SBC Missouri is a large incumbent local exchange telecommunications company subject to regulation under Section 392.245 RSMo, the Price Cap Statute.  Directory Services, Directory Assistance, and Plexar Services are nonbasic telecommunications services.  Section 392.245.11 provides that the maximum allowable prices for nonbasic telecommunications services of an incumbent local exchange telecommunications company may be annually increased by up to eight percent for each twelve-month period.  SBC Missouri has proposed rate increases for its Directory Services, Directory Assistance, and Plexar Services of eight percent or less for a twelve-month period.

3.
In Case No. IT-2004-0015, In the Matter of Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, d/b/a SBC Missouri’s Proposed Revised Tariff Sheet Intended to Increase by Eight Percent the Rates for Line Status Verification and Busy Line Interrupt as Authorized by Section 392.245, RSMo, the Price Cap Statute, the Commission held that the Price Cap Statute requires that the Commission review tariffs submitted by price cap regulated companies to ensure the rates are just and reasonable and further held that Section 392.245.11 creates a rebuttable presumption that an increase of eight percent or less is just and reasonable.  SBC Missouri’s Petition for Review of the Commission’s Report and Order in Case No. IT-2004-0015 was argued in the Circuit Court of Cole County on June 30, 2004.  


4.
In the attached Memorandum, labeled as Appendix B, the Staff recommends that the Commission suspend SBC Missouri’s proposed rate increases for Directory Services and Directory Assistance.  The proposed rate increases exceed changes in macroeconomic indices and SBC Missouri has not, in Staff’s opinion, provided sufficient information as to the reasonableness of the proposed rates.  


5.
The Staff does not object to the proposed rate increases for the Plexar Services because these services are marketed to sophisticated enterprise customers.


6.
Section 392.230.3 RSMo authorizes the Commission to suspend a tariff filing and to enter upon a hearing concerning its propriety.  


WHEREFORE, the Staff requests that the Commission suspend and set for hearing SBC Missouri Inc.’s proposed rate increases for Directory Services and Directory Assistance.
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