BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of Southwestern Bell Telephone
)

Company’s Tariff Filing to Revise a Business
)
Case No. IT-2003-0122

Customer Promotion in the Optional MCA Tiers
)
Tariff No. JI-2003-0373

)

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL’S CLARIFICATION OF STATEMENT IN ORDER SUSPENDING TARIFF

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel and respectfully suggests to the Public Service Commission of Missouri that in its Order Suspending Tariff issued September 26, 2002, there is an incorrect statement regarding the position of the Office of the Public Counsel on its position regarding MCA pricing, especially with regard to its assertions in Case No.TT –2202-447.  That Order notes Public Counsel has asserted that the price of MCA service is “unchangeable.”  This is incorrect.   To correct any misunderstanding and to make sure the Commission is aware of Public Counsel’s position regarding MCA pricing as it may affect SWBT’s tariff in this case, Public Counsel states that its position in TT-2202-447 and its final position in TO-99-483 was that MCA current rates are a price cap that cannot be exceeded by any telecommunications company, but the PSC may and has authorized telecommunications companies, including ILECs, to lower prices of MCA service. Public Counsel would not oppose reductions in MCA rates on grounds that MCA rates are unchangeable.   Public Counsel has not had an adequate opportunity to review SWBT’s tariff proposal at this time, and will defer any further comment on it now and reserve its response to this Order and Staff and SWBT’s pleadings.
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