STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 16th day of December, 2003.

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Sprint Missouri,
)

Inc., d/b/a Sprint, to Modify Rates in Accordance
)
Case No. IT-2004-0229

with Sprint’s Price Cap Regulation Pursuant to
)
Tariff No. JI-2004-0615

Section 392.245, RSMo 2000.


)

ORDER SUSPENDING TARIFF

On October 31, 2003, Sprint Missouri, Inc., d/b/a Sprint, filed proposed tariff sheets with an effective date of December 18, 2003.  Sprint states that the proposed tariff sheets are designed to modify the company’s rates in accordance with Sprint’s Price Cap regulation, pursuant to Section 392.245, RSMo 2000.  Sprint indicates that it is (a) adjusting its basic rates by the change in the CPI‑TS as required by Section 392.245.4(a); (b) updating its maximum allowable prices for non‑basic services; and (c) adjusting certain switched access rates as allowed by Section 392.245.9. Sprint filed substitute tariff sheets on December 3, 2003.

On November 19, 2003, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a Motion to Suspend Tariffs and to Hold an Evidentiary Hearing.  Public Counsel argues that a hearing is necessary because of (1) problems with the cover letter accompanying the tariff sheets; (2) a discovery dispute; and (3) Public Counsel’s disagreement with the Commission pertaining to Sprint’s 2002 CPI‑TS adjustment.

Public Counsel, the Commission’s Staff, and Sprint subsequently filed several additional pleadings, with the most recent filed by Staff on December 11, 2003.   Both Staff and Sprint oppose Public Counsel’s request to suspend the tariffs and hold an evidentiary hearing.

The Commission would like more time to consider Sprint’s tariff and Public Counsel’s objections.  Therefore, the Commission will suspend Sprint’s tariff for 30 days, as permitted by Section 392.230.3, RSMo 2000.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the tariff sheets issued on October 31, 2003, by Sprint Missouri, Inc., d/b/a Sprint (Tariff No. JI‑2004‑0615) and amended on December 3, 2003, are suspended for a period of 30 days beyond December 18, 2003, to January 17, 2004, or until otherwise ordered by this Commission.

That this order shall become effective on December 18, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Gaw, Ch., Forbis, and Clayton, 

CC., concur.

Murray, C., dissents.

Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge
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