BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
	Petition by CD Telecommunications, LLC for Arbitration of an Interconnection Agreement with CenturyTel, Inc., CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, and Spectra Communications, LLC, Pursuant to Section 252(b) of the Communications Act of 1934, as Amended, and Missouri Law


	)

)

)

)

)

)
)
	Case No.  XO-2005-0277


JOINT MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

AND JOINT MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT
COME NOW CD Telecommunications, LLC (“CD Telecom”), and CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC and Spectra Communications Group, LLC d/b/a CenturyTel (“CenturyTel Entities”) and, pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.080 and 4 CSR 240-36.040, file this Joint Motion for Extension of Procedural Schedule and Joint Motion for Expedited Treatment in this matter. (Hereinafter, the term, “the Parties,” refers to CD Telecom and the CenturyTel Entities collectively.) In support of their Joint Motions, the Parties state the following:

1.
The instant case was initiated by the filing of a Petition for Arbitration with the Commission on February 16, 2005.

2.
On March 3, 2005, the Commission issued an Order Authorizing the Arbitrator to Extend the Arbitration Schedule in this matter. 

3.
On March 4, 2005, the Arbitrator issued an Order Granting Joint Motion to Extend the Procedural Schedule, pursuant to the authority granted in the Commission’s Order of March 3, 2005, extending the deadline for completion of this arbitration from June 10, 2005, to August 10, 2005. 

4.
On April 7, 2005, the Arbitrator issued an Order Adopting Procedural Schedule in this proceeding. 
5.
On May 26, 2005, the Parties filed a Joint Motion for Suspension of Procedural Schedule, citing extensive negotiations which had significantly reduced the number of issues to be arbitrated and stating that, with more time, substantial progress toward resolution of remaining issues in this matter could be accomplished. 
6.
On May 27, 2005, the Arbitrator issued an Order Granting Joint Motion to Suspend Procedural Schedule, and Canceling Hearing, explicitly encouraging the parties to continue their negotiations.

7.
Since that time, meaningful and productive negotiations have continued. The Parties have jointly filed Progress Reports in this matter on June 13, July 8 and August 1, each reflecting continued progress toward a resolution of the complex contractual terms at issue. As a result of ongoing progress in the matter, the Parties are now reviewing what are believed to be final, or nearly-final, documents and believe a negotiated interconnection agreement will be completed for filing with the Commission in the very near future.
8.
In acknowledgment of the continued progress of the Parties toward a negotiated agreement in this matter, the Arbitrator issued an Order Granting Joint Motion for Extension of Procedural Schedule in this case on August 8, 2005, extending the deadline for the completion of the arbitration until August 24, 2005.
9.
In spite of their best efforts, the Parties are unable to file a final negotiated interconnection agreement as of this date, but believe that an additional extension will provide them sufficient time to conclude the process and file an agreement with the Commission.

10.
Since it is now clear that it is not possible to file a negotiated agreement on or before August 24, the Parties hereby jointly request that the Arbitrator and/or the Commission further extend the August 24, 2005 deadline for completion of the arbitration two weeks, until September 7, 2005, to facilitate the completion and filing of the negotiated interconnection agreement by the Parties herein. 

11.
The granting of this Joint Motion will have no negative effect on any customers or on the general public.

12.
This Joint Motion is being filed as soon as it could have been after the Parties realized that it was not possible to file a negotiated interconnection agreement by August 24, 2005.   
WHEREFORE, CD Telecommunications, LLC, CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC and Spectra Communications Group, LLC d/b/a CenturyTel respectfully request that the Arbitrator and/or the Commission, as necessary: (1) extend the schedule of proceedings in this case by extending the deadline for completion of the arbitration from August 24, 2005 until September 7, 2005; (2) give expedited consideration to this request for extension of the schedule of proceedings; and (3) issue such other orders as the Arbitrator and/or the Commission deem just and necessary.
	Respectfully submitted,

CD Telecommunications, LLC
       

By: /s/ William D. Steinmeier
William D. Steinmeier,    Mo. Bar #25689

Mary Ann (Garr) Young, Mo. Bar #27951

William D. Steinmeier, P.C.

2031 Tower Drive

P.O. Box 104595

Jefferson City, MO 65110-4595

(573) 659-8672 (voice)

(573) 636-2305 (facsimile)

wds@wdspc.com


	Respectfully submitted,
CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC

Spectra Communications Group, LLC d/b/a   CenturyTel

By: /s/ Larry W. Dority
Larry W. Dority,     MoBar #25617
James M. Fischer, MoBar #27543
Fischer & Dority, P.C.

101 Madison Street, Suite 400

Jefferson City, MO 65109

(573) 636-6857 (voice)

(573) 636-0383 (facsimile)

lwdority@sprintmail.com
CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC and
Spectra Communications Group, LLC d/b/a      CenturyTel


	/s/ Andrew M. Klein
Andrew M. Klein

District of Columbia Bar #479417

DLA Piper Rudnick Gray Cary US LLP

1200 19th Street N.W.

Washington, D.C., 20036

(202) 861-3827 (voice)

(202) 689-8435 (facsimile)

Andrew.Klein@DLAPiper.com
Counsel for CD Telecommunications

	


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that the undersigned has caused a complete copy of the attached document to be electronically filed and served on the Commission’s Office of General Counsel (at gencounsel@psc.mo.gov), the Office of Public Counsel (at opcservice@ded.mo.gov), and counsel for CenturyTel (at lwdority@sprintmail.com), on this 24th day of August 2005.





/s/ William D. Steinmeier
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