BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION


OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

	In the matter of Sage Telecom, Inc.’s 2001 Annual Report to the Commission as a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier and Confidential Treatment of a Portion Thereof
	))))
	Case No. LO-2002-1032




Staff Recommendation


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, and for its Recommendation in this case, states as follows.

1.  
On April 15, 2002, Sage Telecom, Inc. filed its 2001 Annual Report.  The Report was accompanied by a Motion for Confidential Treatment of Annual Report.

2.
Staff has verified that the Applicant has no outstanding annual assessments.


3.
Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-10.080(7) states that the Commission may grant confidential treatment of information in an Annual Report for good cause.


4.
Staff considers that good cause exists to grant the Applicant’s request for confidentiality.  The Applicant has alleged that the information it seeks to file under seal is competitively sensitive.  In its Motion for Confidential Treatment of Annual Report, the Applicant averred that the information to be kept under seal is confidential and that none of the information is publicly available in any format.  Staff will be able to obtain the information Staff needs for its own purposes regardless of whether the information is public.  In keeping with the principles established in similar cases addressing 2000 annual report filings, the Staff agrees that financial and access line information not otherwise publicly available need not be made publicly available through Annual Report submissions. 

5.
Staff recommends that the Commission should allow Sage Telecom, Inc. to submit the information Sage Telecom, Inc. designates as proprietary on a confidential basis.  In its Annual Report filing, Sage Telecom, Inc. submitted a complete, redacted version to be made publicly available.  However, it only filed specific unredacted pages, rather than a complete confidential version to be kept under seal.  Staff has previously and regularly requested that entities file both complete, redacted and complete, unredacted versions with the Commission to assist the Data Center in making an Annual Report available in the appropriate format for each viewer, and to allow Staff access to a single, complete document without having to combine the redacted and unredacted portions from two different locations to obtain a complete review.

WHEREFORE, Staff recommends that the Commission grant Sage Telecom, Inc.’s request for confidential treatment, conditioned upon the filing of a complete highly confidential version of the 2001 Annual Report, and order the Data Center to attach a copy of its order approving confidential treatment to both the public and under seal copies.
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