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Motion for Protective Order


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and respectfully requests the Commission to issue a Protective Order in this proceeding.  In support of this Motion, the Staff states as follows:

1. In order to carry out the intent and goals of the Order establishing this case, the Staff, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company d/b/a SBC Missouri, the Office of the Public Counsel, as well as the intervenors (Spectra Communications Group LLC d/b/a CenturyTel, CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, and Sprint Missouri, Inc.), will be required to exchange certain information.

2. Based upon its prior experience and in light of the data requests Staff intends to issue, the Staff believes the parties to this case may claim that this certain information should not be made public, although it is relevant to the proceeding, because it is either: (a) “proprietary” in that the information contains trade secrets, as well as confidential or private technical, financial, and business information; or (b) “highly confidential” in that it concerns market-specific information relating to services offered in competition with others.  Among other things, this information may include customer quantity and usage, and cost of service and revenue information.

3. The information may become a part of the testimony presented to the Commission and would therefore become publicly available through that filing, as well as through subsequent proceedings in this case, without a protective order in place.  Staff anticipates that the parties will allege that the public disclosure of this information will harm the companies’ business interests.

4. Staff anticipates the parties will allege that the information subject to the proposed Protective Order will not be found in any publicly available document.

WHEREFORE, pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.085, the undersigned respectfully request that the Commission issue its standard Protective Order in this proceeding and any other relief which it deems just and proper.
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