BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Community Plus Plan and
)

Premium Calling Plan of Spectra Communications
)
Case No. IT-2005-0134

Group, LLC, d/b/a CenturyTel.


)
Tariff No. JI-2005-0363

ORDER DENYING MOTION TO REJECT OR SUSPEND TARIFF

Syllabus: This order denies the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission’s motion to reject or suspend the proposed tariff sheets submitted by Spectra Communications Group, LLC d/b/a CenturyTel as Tariff File No. JI‑2005‑0363.  

On November 9, 2004, Spectra submitted its proposed tariff sheets designed to introduce its Community Plus Plan and its Premium Calling Plan.  Spectra proposed that the tariffs become effective on November 22, 2004.

On November 16, 2004, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed its motion to reject or suspend the proposed tariffs.  In its motion, Staff makes the argument that the proposed tariffs are contrary to Section 392.200.4(1), RSMo Cum. Supp. 2003, in that Spectra failed to file an application which proposes relief from this subsection.  In addition, Staff alleges the tariff sheets are in violation of Sec​tion 392.220.2, RSMo 2000, because they fail to provide for 30‑days notice to the Commission.  

Spectra filed a response to Staff’s motion on November 17, 2004.  Spectra argues that Section 392.200.4(1) does not prohibit the offering of expanded calling plans.  Spectra argues that because the calling plans offer customers a choice of expanded local calling, the calling plan is clearly in the public interest.  Spectra also argues that this offering is a promotional program and as such the Commission has traditionally allowed promotions to go into effect on less than 30-days notice in accordance with Section 392.200.2.  

The Commission has reviewed the Staff’s motion, the tariff sheets, and Spectra’s response.  Staff’s arguments are based on the purely procedural grounds that Spectra has not complied with the technical requirements of filing an application with its tariffs and filing the tariffs with the appropriate effective date.  The Commission finds that expanded calling scope choices are a desirable telecommunications offering.  In addition, the Commission finds that expanded local calling scopes will further the purposes of Chapter 392, RSMo, as found in Section 392.185, RSMo.  The Commission further finds that this tariff is a promotional offering and therefore does not require 30-days notice to the Commission.  Although the Commission does not encourage this particular procedural method for filing of this type of promotion, the Commission will not reject or suspend this offering if Spectra files its application “proposing relief from” Section 392.200.4(1) as directed below.  The Commission will deny Staff’s motion.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the motion to suspend tariffs filed by the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission is denied.

2. That the promotional tariffs filed by Spectra Communications Group, LLC d/b/a CenturyTel, Tariff File No. JI‑2005‑0363, will be allowed to become effective by operation of law, so long as Spectra files an application in accordance with Section 392.200.4(1) no later than 4:00 p.m. November 19, 2004.

That this order shall become effective on November 28, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 18th day of November, 2004.
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