






           STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 9th day of November, 2004.

In the Matter of the Application of Missouri 
)

Gas Energy, a Division of Southern Union 
)

Company, for a Certificate of Public 

)

Convenience and Necessity Authorizing It
) 

to Construct, Install, Own, Operate, Control, 
)
Case No. GA-2005-0053
Manage and Maintain a Natural Gas 

)

Distribution System to Provide Gas Service
) 

in Christian County, Missouri, as a Further 
)

Expansion of Its Existing Service Area

)

ORDER APPROVING STIPULATION AND AGREEMENT

On August 26, 2004, Missouri Gas Energy, a division of Southern Union Company (MGE), filed an application for a certificate of convenience and necessity for an expansion of its service area in Christian County.

Notice and an opportunity to intervene was given, and on September 20, the City of Springfield applied to intervene.  On October 1, the Commission granted Springfield’s  application to intervene, and convened a prehearing conference on October 5.  

As a result of discussions at the prehearing conference, MGE agreed to a reduction in the area for which it has requested a certificate of convenience and necessity. On October 20, the parties filed a unanimous stipulation and agreement reflecting this reduction.

On October 26, the Staff of the Commission filed suggestions in support of the stipulation and agreement.  In its suggestions, Staff concludes that the grant of service authority contemplated by the agreement is clearly in the public interest.

The agreement itself provides that parties have five days from receipt of Staff’s suggestions to respond.  It is not apparent how Staff’s suggestions were served on the parties; they may have been served by mail, hand-delivered, or transmitted by facsimile or electronic mail.  Even if they were mailed, it is likely the parties received them no later than November 1, and as of the date of this order, no responses have been filed.

The Commission has considered the application, the unanimous stipulation and agreement, and the Staff Memorandum.  The Commission finds that granting MGE a certificate is necessary and convenient for the public interest.  The Commission will approve the agreement and grant MGE the service authority requested in the agreement.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That the Unanimous Stipulation and Agreement filed on October 20, 2004, is approved, and the parties shall carry out the terms and requirements therein.


2.
That Missouri Gas Energy, a division of Southern Union Company, is granted a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct, install, own, operate, control, manage a system for the provision of natural gas service to the public pursuant to its approved rates, rules and regulations, in:  1) that area located south of Southern View  Road, as that road is situated on October 20, 2004, within Sections 35 and 36, Township 28 North, Range 21 West, in Christian County, Missouri; and 2) within Section 12, Township 27 North, Range 21 West, in Christian County, Missouri.


3.
That Missouri Gas Energy, a division of Southern Union Company, shall file with the Commission tariff sheets modifying its service area description and map no later than November 23, 2004.

4. That this order shall become effective on November 19, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Gaw, Ch., Murray, Clayton, Davis and Appling, CC., concur
Mills, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge
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