BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE OMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of the Investigation of the
)

state of competition in the exchanges of
)
Case No. IO-2003-0281

Sprint Missouri, Inc.



)

PUBLIC COUNSEL’S FIRST RESPONSE TO 

STAFF’S MOTION TO OPEN CASE

The Office of the Public Counsel does not oppose opening a case to review the status of competition for Sprint’s service in Sprint’s exchanges.  However, Public Counsel opposes the Staff’s and Sprint’s proposed procedural schedule which was crafted prior to the opening of the case and prior to any notice to interested parties, a deadline for intervention, and the filing of any requests for intervention.  The entire procedural schedule from beginning to end including all briefing should not be on a timetable selected solely by these two parties before the case is opened.  These suggested dates are fine as proposed dates for consideration of all parties, but the Commission should not be asked to enter an order approving this schedule without all parties.  At best, it is premature.  At worse, it may prejudice a party’s ability to meaningfully participate in the case.  

Therefore, Public Counsel supports Staff’s motion to open a case, but opposes the proposed procedural schedule and opposes establishing such a schedule until issuance of notice of the case and entry of orders approving intervention so all parties can participate in drafting a procedural schedule.
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