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Staff Recommendation Regarding Local Public Hearings

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), by and through Counsel, and submits the recommendation of the Staff regarding the scheduling of local public hearings in this matter.  Staff respectfully states the following:

1.
The Office of Public Counsel (OPC) has filed or will be filing a Motion to Set Local Public Hearings (Motion) in this case.  Staff understands the OPC will propose that the Commission complete all local public hearings by September 23, 2003.

2.
After reviewing a draft of the Motion that OPC plans to file, the Staff advises the Commission that it has no objection regarding the local public hearing dates, times and places recommended by OPC for the Brunswick, St. Charles, St. Louis County and Warrensburg area. 

3.
However, Staff would respectfully suggest that the dates for the Parkville/St. Joseph, Mexico/Jefferson City, and Joplin local public hearing dates be set in October of this year.  Staff makes this suggestion because Staff believes that these service areas will be the most affected by any proposed rate increase in this case, and thus customers in these areas will be the most concerned with the Staff’s position on the appropriate revenue requirement for Missouri American Water Company (MAWC).  Staff will not have its position on this primary issue formulated until it files direct testimony on October 3, 2003.  After this filing, Staff will be better able to inform the public regarding its view of what MAWC is entitled to seek in this rate case.

4.
Therefore, Staff would request that the Commission schedule local public hearings as suggested by OPC in its motion, with the exception of certain public hearings that are noted herein.  Specifically, Staff suggests that, if feasible, the Commission implement the following schedule:
October 7th, 2003

Platte County (Riverside water and Parkville sewer) (noon hour) at Riverside City Hall and St. Joseph (evening) at the City Council Chamber.

October 14th, 2003

Joplin (evening) at the Joplin Municipal Building, 303 East Third Street.

October 16th, 2003

Mexico (noon hour) at the City Council Chamber.

Jefferson City (evening) Commission Hearing Room.
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