BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Joint Application of 


)

Missouri-American Water Company and Both

)

Osage Water Company and Environmental 


)

Utilities, L.L.C. for Authority for Missouri-


)

American Water Company to Acquire the 


)

Water and Sewer Assets of both Entities, and 

)
Case No. WO-2005-0086

for the Transfer to Missouri-American Water 

)

Company of Certificates of Convenience 


)

and Necessity to Continue Operation of Such 

)

Assets as Water and Sewer Corporations 


)

Regulated by the Missouri Public Service 


)

Commission


)

In the Matter of the Joint Application of 


)

Missouri-American Water Company and Both

)

Osage Water Company and Environmental 


)

Utilities, L.L.C. for Authority for Missouri-


)

American Water Company to Acquire the 


)

Water and Sewer Assets of both Entities, and 

)
Case No. SO-2005-0087

for the Transfer to Missouri-American Water 

)

Company of Certificates of Convenience 


)

and Necessity to Continue Operation of Such 

)

Assets as Water and Sewer Corporations 


)

Regulated by the Missouri Public Service 


)

Commission


)

ORDER CONSOLIDATING CASES, ESTABLISHING 

PROTECTIVE ORDER, AND DIRECTING STAFF FILING

On October 5, 2004, Missouri-American Water Company, Osage Water Company, and Environmental Utilities, L.L.C., filed applications for approval of a transaction in which, generally, Missouri American would acquire the utility assets (both water and sewer) of Osage Water and Environmental Utilities.  The joint applicants requested consolidation, and since the cases involve similar issues of law and fact, the Commission will consolidate them. 

The joint applicants also requested a protective order.  The request complies with the Commission’s rules regarding protective orders, and the Commission will establish the standard protective order.  The issuance of a protective order in this case will allow the parties to provide highly confidential and proprietary information to the Commission and appropriate parties with the assurance that it will be treated according to the terms of the protective order.  

Finally, the joint applicants request expedited treatment.  This request does not comply with the Commission’s rule on requests for expedited treatment (4 CSR 240-2.080(16)).  The request does state a date by which the applicants desire Commission action, but the Commission will act as quickly as the parties are able to fully submit the matter for consideration.

Notice of the application should be given to potentially interested entities.  The Commission will order its Staff and the Office of the Public Counsel to propose a list of entities that should be notified and a proposed form of the notice.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1.
That Case Nos. WO-2005-0086 and SO-2005-0087 are consolidated, with Case No. WO-2005-0086 being the lead case.

2.
That the Motion for Protective Order is granted, and the protective order attached to this order as Attachment A is adopted. 

3.
That, no later than October 13, 2004, the Staff of the Commission and the Office of the Public Counsel (either jointly or separately) shall file a recommendation or recommendations as the entities that should be notified of the proposed transaction and a proposed form of the notice.

4.
That this order shall become effective on October 6, 2004.






BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Lewis Mills, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 6th day of October, 2004.
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