BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of the tariff filing of

)



Z-Tel Communications, Inc


)
Case No. LT-2003-0172

concerning the payment of disputed 

)          Tariff No.   JL-2003-1054

charges.




)

      

WITHDRAWAL OF MOTION TO SUSPEND


COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel and respectfully withdraws its motion to suspend Tariff No. JL-2003-1054 filed by Z-Tel Communications, Inc.  

After discussion with the Company, the Staff attorney, and upon further review of the entire Z-Tel tariff, it appears that the proposed amendment is directed only to switched access service and applies only to telecommunications companies that are switched access service customers.  For that reason, Public Counsel does not see an adverse impact to the end user customers, especially residential customers and, hereby, withdraws its motion to suspend. 

 Public Counsel will note that the tariff filing did not clearly disclose that it applied to switched access service only.  The filing letter that accompanied the tariff did not identify the scope of the tariff amendment or identify who “customer” was as used in the tariff as amended.  The filing letter also did not contain the customer impact summary required by 4 CSR 240-30.010 Rate Schedules (25) (“. . . The proposed changes shall be accompanied by a brief summary, approximately one hundred (100) words or less, of the effect of the change on the company’s customers. . . .”)   Given the narrow 30-day window before the effective date, Public Counsel sought to protect the interests of the public by filing the motion.  After review of the tariff, especially the some 30 pages of the Section 2 of the tariff that is proposed to be amended, Public Counsel is satisfied that the proposal does not adversely impact end-user customers, especially residential customers. 

For these reasons, Public Counsel withdraws it motion to suspend the tariff and to hold an evidentiary and its alternative motion to reject the tariff for violation of Commission rules concerning billing disputes.
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