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Comes now the Office of the Public Counsel and respectfully requests the Public

Service Commision of the State of Missouri to petition the Federal Communications

Commission for authority to conduct number pooling in the 816 NPA to the same extent

the FCC granted the PSC authority in the 314 NPA on July 20, 2000 in the case styled In

the Matter ofNumbering Resource Optimization, CC Docket No. 99-2000 (DA 00-1616) .

In its original petition filed on November 1, 1999, the PSC requested authority to

conduct state trials . Missouri Public Service Commission Petition for Additional

Delegated Authority to Implement Number Conservation Measures in the 314, 417, 573,

636, 660 and 816 Area Codes, NSD File No. L-99-90) . On March 30, 2000, the FCC

issued its Numbering Resource Optimization, Report and Order and Further Notice of

Proposed Rulemaking, 15 FCC Red 7574 (2000), herein referenced as NRO Order March

30`h) that set out specific criteria an NPA should have to be considered a candidate for

number pooling.

In compliance with the NRO Order March 30th, the Commission submitted

supplemental evidence on April 27, 2000 to amend its petition to demonstrate that the

314 NPA met the three specific criteria .

	

The FCC grant of authority on July 20th was



specific to the 314 code and to any subsequent relief code assigned in 314. The FCC said

that the Commission had demonstrated that : (1) the 314 NPA is in jeopardy ; (2) the 314

NPA has a remaining life span of at least a year; and (3) the 314 NPA encompasses the

City of St. Louis, one of the largest 100 MSAs. Because of the lapse of time since the

PSC's original request in November, 1999, coupled with the FCC's limitation of

Missouri's pooling authority to the 314 NPA, the PSC's practical ability to postpone NPA

exhaust in 314 and 816 is diminished .

To address that problem, Public Counsel asks that the PSC immediately file a

petition with the FCC to request expedited authority to a conduct pooling trial in 816

prior to a trial in 314. This should be done now since time is of the essence . Public

Counsel urges the PSC not to postpone this action until it makes its final decision in this

case . The last request for authority took over eight months to process, a delay that

Missouri cannot suffer again and still be able to effectively respond to the numbering

problem.

Public Counsel suggests to the PSC that in support of its request, the PSC

should advise the FCC that the 816 NPA at present meets two ofthe three criteria to

qualify for pooling trials . The 816 NPA services the Kansas City metropolitan area, part

of Kansas City Kansas MSA, the 28`h largest MSA. The 816 NPA has a remaining

lifespan ofmore than one year.

The PSC should advise the FCC that special circumstances exist to allow pooling

in 816 even though it does not currently meet the third criteria ofjeopardy . The FCC's

numbering orders have provided for "special circumstance" as a basis for qualification .

Although the 816 NPA is not yet in jeopardy, the evidence shows that 816's numbering



resources are limited . Pooling could substantially reduce the rate at which these

resources are depleted . If the goal of pooling is the efficient use of numbering resources

to postpone the cost, inconvenience, and confusion caused by area code relief, then 816

seems an appropriate NPA to conduct a pooling trial . This pooling could make a

substantial impact on NXX exhaust and NPA relief. Assuming NANPA's current

estimated exhaust dates, pooling in 816 is more likely to provide beneficial relief in a

Missouri metropolitan area than in 314. The lack of an NPA in jeopardy is not a totally

disqualifying factor for number pooling . The FCC granted authority to Washington,

Nebraska, Oregon, and Utah to conduct trials in an NPA not currently in jeopardy .

For the foregoing reasons, Public Counsel asks the PSC to immediately petition

the FCC for number pooling authority in 816 consistent with the same authority granted

to it in the 314 NPA.
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