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Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge N 29 2009
Missouri Public Service Commission
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RE: Case No. TE-2000-791

Dear Mr. Roberts:

Enclosed for filing in the above-captioned case are an original and eight (8) conformed
copies of a STAFF RECOMMENDATION.

This filing has been mailed or hand-delivered this date to all counsel of record.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

DLF/b
Enclosure

rely yours,

Dennis L. Frey
Associate General Counsel
(573) 751-8700

(573) 751-9285 (Fax)

c¢c: Counsel of Record
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In the Matter of the Filing of GTE ) T
Communications Corporation’s 1999 )

Annual Reports. ) Case No. TE-2000-791

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission
(“Commission”) and respectfully states:

1. On May 30, 2000, GTE Communications Corporation (“GTECC” or “Company”), an
interexchange telecommunications company and an alternative basic local exchange carrier, filed
with the Commission motions for an extension of time to file its 1999 annual reports, and for a
protective order that would afford confidential treatment to the Company’s balance sheet,
income statement and statement of cash flows contained in its 1999 annual reports.

2. Pursuant to 4 CSR 240-10.080(7), the Commission may grant confidential treatment of
information in an annual report for good cause. In the attached Memorandum, which is labeled
Appendix A, the Staff states its opinion that GTECC has stated good cause for confidential
treatment of the subject information.

3. 1t has been the Commission’s recent practice to rule on requests for an extension of
filing time without the need for a Staff recommendation in cases where, unlike the instant one,

said extension is the sole relief sought. In its pleading GTECC cited, as reasons for its requested



extension of time to file: a) recent employee changes at the Company, resuiting in an original
annual report filing that, although timely, did not fully comply with Commission requirements,
and b) the heavy workload of its counsel. Accordingly, the Staff is of the opinion that GTECC
has demonstrated good cause for the granting of such extension.

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission issue an Order granting
GTECC’s request for an extension of time, until 30 days after the date of issuance of said Order,
to file its 1999 annual reports; granting the Company’s request for confidential treatment of the
balance sheet, income statement, and statement of cash flows in its 1999 annual reports until
April 15, 2001; and adopting Staff's associated recommendations, as set forth in the attached

Memorandum.

Respectfully submitted,

DANA K. JOYCE
General Counsel

Dennis L. Frey
Associate General Counsel
Missouri Bar No. 44697

Attorney for the Staff of the
Missouri Public Service Commission
P. O. Box 360

Jefferson City, MO 65102

(573) 751-8700 (Telephone)

(573) 751-9285 (Fax)

e-mail: dfrey03@mail.state. mo.us




Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed or hand-delivered to all counsel of
record as shown on the attached service list this 29th day of June 2000,
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Missouri Public Service Commission Official Case File
Case No. TE-2000-791, GTE Communications Corporation

FROM: Bill Meyer, Préject Coordinator &' @/ 2 ?/ Lerans
Roy Boltz, Regulatory Auditor

4%
@M%y/mmw W s £330 5
Project Coordinf(of/Da General Counsel’s Office/Date =~ &

SUBJECT: Staff recommendation concerning the request for confidential treatment of portions of
the 1999 annual reports of GTE Communications Corporation and extension of time for
filing annual reports.

DATE: Tune 22, 2000

On May 30, 2000, GTE Commmmications Corporation (GTECC or Company), an interexchange
telecommunications company and a altemative basic local exchange carrier, filed with the Commission a
request to file business and financial information in the Company’s annual reports under seal and for an
extension of time for filing its annual reports, where GTECC reguested that the Commission afford
confidential treatment of the balance sheet, income statement and statement of cash flows. In support of its
Request, GTECC asserted that the information for which protection is sought contains information that is
proprictary and highly confidential information, disclosure of which to GTECC’s many competitors could
be competitively detrimental to GTECC. GTECC discloses such financial information only on a
confidential basis and only to banks, financial institutions and others who have a “need to know”
requirement for such information. GTECC also requests the Commission grant an extension of time to file
the annual reports until such time as the Commission acts on the request.

The pages for which GTECC has requested confidential treatment meets the definition of highly
confidential or proprietary, as defined by the protective order issued by the Commission in contested cases,
and that, therefore, good cause has been shown based on past Commission practice.

RECOMMENDATION

1. The Staff recommends that the Commission issue an Order granting GTE Communications
Corporation’s request for an extension of time to file the annual reports thirty (30) days afier the date of
the Order.

2. The Staff recommends that the Commission issue an Order granting GTE Communications
Corporation’s request for confidential treatment of the balance sheet, income statement and statement of
cash flows contained in its 1999 annual reports until Aprit 15, 2001, After this date, the information should
be transferred to the open public record, unless the Company makes a showing that the information remains
confidential,

3. The Staft recommends the Commission order GTE Communications Corporation to file a public and
highly confidential version of the annual reports with a copy of the Order attached to the public version.
The redacted public version should have asterisks appearing in the spaces on the affected pages, along with
a notation at the bottom of each stating, “denotes highly confidenttal material that has been filed under
scal.”

APPENDIX A
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