
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
St. Louis Natural Gas Pipeline, LLC,

)







)




Complainant,

)







)

v.





)
Case No. GC-2011-0294







)

Laclede Gas Company,



)







)




Respondent.

)

MIEC’S AMENDED APPLICATION TO INTERVENE 
AND REPLY TO LACLEDE GAS COMPANY

Comes now Anheuser-Busch, The Boeing Company, General Motors, Hussmann Refrigeration, MEMC Electronic Materials, Monsanto and Procter & Gamble, hereafter referred to as the Missouri Industrial Energy Consumers (“MIEC”) and pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.075 (5)  files its Amended Application to Intervene and Reply to Laclede Gas Company.  In support of its Amended Application, the MIEC states as follows:

1.  The MIEC is a group of large natural gas consumers of Laclede Gas Company and purchases of natural gas with industrial facilities in the St. Louis area.  The prices paid for natural gas rates, the terms and conditions of the MIEC’s natural gas service, and the charges and services to MIEC by Laclede Gas Company, could be affected by the outcome of this case. 
2.  The MIEC’s interest in this case is to ensure that it obtains just and reasonable natural gas rates and reliable natural gas service by Laclede Gas Company and to ensure availability and appropriate pricing of natural gas.

3.  As a group of large industrial consumers of Laclede Gas Company and as industrial consumers of natural gas in the St. Louis area, the MIEC’s interest in this proceeding is different than that of the general public.
4.  The MIEC does not yet have sufficient information to take a position in this case, but reserves the right to take positions on all issues that may affect its members in this case.
5.  On July 1, Laclede Gas Company filed a response to the MIEC’s intervention asserting  among other things that the MIEC’s intervention is out-of-time.  Laclede argues that 4 CSR 240-2.075 (1) provides that an application to intervene shall be filed within 30 days after the Commission issues its order giving notice of the case.  

6.   The Commission did not set an intervention deadline in this case and to the extent the MIEC has been able to determine, the Commission did not publicly notice the case and the MIEC did not receive a copy of an order or notice of this case.  The Commission did not even determine that it had jurisdiction over this case until May 26, when it issued its Order Denying Laclede’s Motion to Dismiss and Directing Staff to Investigate. 

7.  Even if the MIEC’s application to intervene is deemed to be after the intervention date in this case, good cause exists to grant the MIEC’s Application to Intervene.  As customers of Laclede and as large purchases of natural gas and natural gas service, the MIEC members have an strong interest in and will be directly impacted by the issues in this case.  As the Commission stated in its  Order Denying Laclede’s Motion to Dismiss, the Commission has asserted jurisdiction in this case in order to ensure that Laclede provides service instrumentalities and facilities that are safe and adequate at rates that are just and reasonable.  
8.  The MIEC’s delay in filing its application to intervene was necessitated by the uncertainty regarding whether this case in fact would proceed due to the questions raised in Laclede’s Motion to Dismiss and the need to consult its members to determine whether to intervene based on the outcome of the Commission’s ruling on Laclede’s motion.

9.  This case is at an early stage and the MIEC will accept the record as it stands in this case.  The MIEC’s participation in assist the Commission through the MIEC’s contributions to the record in this proceeding.  No other party to this case is able to represent their interests as large industrial consumers of natural gas and large industrial customers of Laclede.

WHEREFORE, the MIEC requests that the Commission grant its Application to Intervene herein and make it a party to this case for all purposes.
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