BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of Missouri Gas Energy’s 
)

Tariffs to Implement a General Rate 

 )
 
Case No. GR-2004-0209

Increase for Natural Gas Service

)

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE BRIEFS AND MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT


COMES NOW Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and respectfully submits as follows: 

1. The Evidentiary Hearing in this case concluded on July 2, 2004.     

2.  
At the conclusion of the hearing, a discussion occurred regarding the due date of briefs.  On July 7, 2004, the Commission issued its Notice setting the brief filing dates.  Initial Briefs are due on July 30, 2004 and Reply Briefs are due on August 16, 2004.  Staff requests that Initial Briefs be extended to Monday, August 2, 2004 at 4 p.m. and that the Reply Briefs be extended until August 18, 2004 at 4 p.m.   


3.
Pursuant to Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.080(16), Staff requests that the Commission issue an Order by 5 p.m. on July 26, 2004 regarding this matter.  This is requested because of the importance of allowing the Parties to prepare Briefs in this case.   Staff has been informed that MGE, OPC, CMSU, the City of Joplin, MGUA, the City of Kansas City, UMKC, Jackson County, and the Federal Executive Agencies concur in this request.  


4.
Staff requests this continuance because the transcript from this case was not actually completed until July 13, 2004 per the EFIS system and that the Parties must await the Transcript of the True-Up Hearing.  The True-Up Hearing was held on July 23, 2004 and significant issues were raised in that hearing.  The Transcript for that hearing will not be available until the week of July 26-30, 2004.   The Parties need time to brief these issues adequately and the granting of this Motion will provide additional time for the Parties to prepare their Briefs.     


5.
Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.150(2) provides that the Parties would have 20 days after the filing of the complete transcript to prepare Initial Brief unless otherwise ordered by the Commission or the Presiding Officer.  Staff believes that the granting of this Motion will allow the Parties to have closer to the full 20 days after the filing of the complete transcript to complete their briefs.   Staff notes that the transcripts of the hearing were not actually completed and filed until July 13, 2004 and notes that the transcript of the July 23, 2004 True-Up Hearing won’t be filed until the week of July 26-30, 2004.   


WHEREFORE, Staff respectfully requests that the Commission extend the filing dates of the Initial Briefs until August 2, 2004 at 4 p.m. and the Reply Briefs until August 18, 2004 at 4 p.m., grant the Motion for Expedited Treatment, and issue an Order on July 26, 2004.
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