Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Request of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks-L&P and Aquila Networks-MPS, to Implement a General Rate Increase in Electric Rates.

	)

)

)

)


	Case No. ER-2004-0034



	In the Matter of the Request of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks-L&P, to Implement a General Rate Increase in Steam Rates.
	)

)

)

)
	Case No. HR-2004-0024


STAFF'S MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

TO FILE PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE
 AND

TO DEFER ESTABLISHING THE UPDATED TEST YEAR


COMES NOW the Staff of Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and, for its motion for extension of time to file a proposed procedural schedule and to defer establishing the updated test year for these above-captioned cases states:

1.
On July 3, 2003, Aquila, Inc. filed a request to increase by $65 million on annual basis the electric rate revenues it receives from its Aquila Networks-MPS division, an increase of approximately 19.2% in current rates.  On that same date it also requested to increase the electric rate revenues it receives from its Aquila Networks-L&P division by $14.6 million on an annual basis, an increase of approximately 15.5% in current electric rates for that division and it requested to increase the steam rate revenues it receives from its Aquila Networks-L&P division by $1.3 million on an annual basis, an increase of approximately 19.2% in current steam rates for that division.

2.
On August 1, 2003, Aquila filed a request to increase by $5.6 million on an annual basis the natural gas rate revenues that it receives from its Aquila Networks-MPS division, an increase of approximately 11.1% in current natural gas rates for that division; similarly, it requested to increase by $0.81 million on an annual basis the natural gas rate revenues that it receives from its Aquila Networks-L&P division, an increase of approximately 13.5% in current natural gas rates for that division.
3.
On July 22, 2003 the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) issued its Suspension Order And Notice in the consolidated cases ER-2004-0034 and HR-2004-0024 that, among other things, set an early prehearing conference for 10:00 a.m. on August 25, 2003 and directed the parties to file a proposed procedural schedule by September 2, 2003.

4.
The parties appeared for the early prehearing conference on August 25, 2003 and began discussions regarding an appropriate procedural schedule.  During those discussions the parties began considering a procedural schedule for Aquila, Inc.’s pending gas rate case, Case No. GR-2004-0072, as well.  The parties began considering procedural schedules for all three cases because the Commission, by order dated August 20, 2003, set hearing dates for Case No. GR-2004-0072 before the February and March 2004 hearing dates it set for Cases No. ER-2004-0034 and HR-2004-0024 and because of the commonality of certain issues and parties in all three cases.
  Those discussions are ongoing.  Therefore, the Staff requests that the Commission extend the date for filing a proposed procedural schedule in this case until September 5, 2003 to allow the parties an opportunity to further explore the optimal procedural schedules for both Case Nos. GR-2004-0072 and the consolidated cases Cases No. ER-2004-0034 and HR-2004-0024.

5.
Because the appropriateness of filing dates in the procedural schedule is dependent upon the date through which the test year is updated, the issue of the appropriate update period will be addressed in the procedural schedule that the parties will propose, if they reach agreement, and, therefore, the Staff requests that the Commission hold in abeyance establishing the updated test year until after the parties have had further opportunity to arrive at a consensus of the best procedural schedule for these cases, i.e., until the Staff files a proposed procedural schedule in this consolidated case. 


WHEREFORE the Staff moves the Commission to extend the date for filing a proposed procedural schedule in this case until September 5, 2003 to allow the parties additional opportunity to arrive at a consensus of the best procedural schedules for both Case Nos. GR-2004-0072 and consolidated cases Case Nos. ER-2004-0034 and HR-2004-0024 and, further, the Staff requests the Commission to defer establishing the updated test year in these consolidated cases until after September 5, 2003.
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/s/ Nathan Williams___________________

� Because the intervention period in Case No. GR-2004-0072 does not close until September 9, 2003 not all parties to that case may be known at this time.  Although not all who have already sought intervention in Case No. GR-2004-0072 have participated in the ongoing discussions regarding the procedural schedules, they will be given the opportunity to do so before the Staff files a proposed procedural schedule in these consolidated cases, Cases No. ER-2004-0034 and HR-2004-0024.  
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