BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Staff of the Public Service Commission of

)

Missouri,





)

Complainant,

)


v.





)  Case No. GC-2006-0318







)

Laclede Gas Company,



)





Respondent.

)

LACLEDE GAS COMPANY’S 

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE ANSWER  

COMES NOW Laclede Gas Company (“Laclede” or “Company”) and files this Motion for Extension of Time to File Answer and, in support thereof, states as follows:

1. On February 6, 2006, the Commission issued its Notice of Complaint initiating the above referenced case.  The Notice set March 8, 2006, as the date for Laclede to file its answer.  

2. Since Staff’s filing of the Complaint, Laclede and Staff have engaged in settlement discussions in an attempt to find a mutually agreeable solution to the issues raised therein.  Laclede believes that at this stage its resources are better spent focussing on such discussions rather than filing responsive pleadings.  Laclede therefore requests a 15-day extension, until March 23, 2006, of its time to file an Answer herein.  Laclede has discussed this request with Staff, and Staff agrees that such an extension is acceptable.

WHEREFORE, Laclede respectfully requests that the Commission grant the Company an extension until March 23, 2006, to file its answer in this case.  

Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ Michael C. Pendergast______________
Michael C. Pendergast, #31763

Vice President & Associate General Counsel

Rick Zucker, #49211

Assistant General Counsel-Regulatory 

Laclede Gas Company

720 Olive Street, Room 1520
St. Louis, MO 63101

Telephone:
(314) 342-0532

Facsimile:
(314) 421-1979

E-mail:
mpendergast@lacledegas.com


rzucker@lacledegas.com

Certificate of Service


The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing pleading was served on the General Counsel of the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, the Office of Public Counsel, and the United Steel, Paper and Forestry, Rubber, Manufacturing, Energy, Allied–Industrial and Service Workers International Union, Local No. 11-6, on this 7th day of March, 2006 by United States mail, hand-delivery, email, or facsimile.


/s/ Rick Zucker
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