BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Annual Reports for 2001 of MCI

)

WorldCom Communications, Inc., Brooks Fiber


)

Communications of Missouri, Inc., Metropolitan Fiber

)

Systems of St. Louis, Inc., Metropolitan Fiber Systems
)

of Kansas City, Missouri, Inc., Intermedia Communications,
)  Case No. LO-2002-1141
Inc., MCImetro Access Transmission Services, LLC,

)

Teleconnect Long Distance Services & Systems Company,
)

MCI WorldCom Network Services, Inc., TTI National,

)

Touch 1 Long Distance, Inc., and BLT Technologies, Inc.
)

ORDER GRANTING LEAVE TO FILE ANNUAL REPORT

OUT OF TIME AND GRANTING PARTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT OF ANNUAL REPORTS

Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑10.080(1) states that “[a]ll public utilities subject to the jurisdiction of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall file an annual report with the commission on or before April 15 of each year.”

On June 18, 2002, MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc., et al., filed a motion with the Commission requesting permission to file their 2001 annual reports out of time.  MCI WorldCom, et al., stated that they changed personnel and did not have the necessary information ready by April 15.  The Applicants further alleged they tried to file the reports late without an accompanying motion.  The Applicants also asked the Commission to treat portions of the Annual Reports as highly confidential.

On July 26, 2002, the Commission ordered the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission to file a Recommendation.  The Commission also issued an Order Establishing Protective Order on that date.

The Staff filed a Staff Status Report and Partial Recommendation on August 23, 2002.  Staff stated that it did not object to the Commission granting the Applicant’s Motion to Accept Late Filed 2001 Annual Reports.  Staff stated it was still investigating whether it objected to the Applicants’ request for the Commission to treat the annual reports as highly confidential.

Staff filed its Final Recommendation on September 23, 2002.  Staff objects to two of the Applicants’ requests because the information the Applicants seek to have protected is otherwise publicly available.  

First, the Taxpayer ID Number of MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc., is publicly available through Petition No. 02-42223 in The United States Bankruptcy Court in the Southern District of Manhattan.  Also, the Taxpayer ID Number of Intermedia Communications, Inc., is available through its filings with The Securities and Exchange Commission.  Staff further noted that the Applicants’ parent company, WorldCom, Inc., has filed for bankruptcy.  Staff requests that the Commission direct the Applicants to inform the Commission if the Bankruptcy Court makes public any of the information that the Commission is treating as confidential.  If any of the confidential information becomes public, then Staff requests that the Commission no longer treat that information as confidential.

The Applicants filed a Reply to Staff’s Final Recommendation on September 24, 2002.  The Applicants stated that even though the Taxpayer ID numbers are otherwise available, the Commission should still protect the information.  Also, the Applicants stated that the ongoing duty of monitoring the status of protected information would be unduly burdensome.

In its September 30, 2002 order, the Commission scheduled a prehearing conference for October 10, 2002.  The Applicants then filed a Withdrawal of Reply to Staff’s Final Recommendation on October 8, 2002.  In their withdrawal, the Applicants stated no contested issues remained, and requested the Commission issue a final order.

The Commission finds that good cause exists to permit the Applicants to file their annual reports out of time.  Therefore, the Commission will grant leave to file the annual reports out of time.

The Commission further finds that good cause exists to give confidential treatment to a portion of the Applicants’ annual reports.  The Commission will give confidential treatment to the Applicants’ state-specific revenues, tax identification and return information, and access line counts, except for the Taxpayer ID Number of MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc., and the Taxpayer ID Number of Intermedia Communications, Inc.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc., Brooks Fiber Communications of Missouri, Inc., Metropolitan Fiber Systems of St. Louis, Inc., Metropolitan Fiber Systems of Kansas City, Missouri, Inc., Intermedia Communications, Inc., MCImetro Access Transmission Services, Inc., Teleconnect Long Distance Services & System Company, MCI WorldCom Network Services, Inc., TTI National, Touch 1 Long Distance, Inc., and BLT Technologies, Inc., are granted permission to file their 2001 annual reports out of time.

2. That the Commission will give confidential treatment to the portions of the 2001 annual reports of MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc., Brooks Fiber Communica​tions of Missouri, Inc., Metropolitan Fiber Systems of St. Louis, Inc., Metropolitan Fiber Systems of Kansas City, Missouri, Inc., Intermedia Communications, Inc., MCImetro Access Transmission Services, Inc., Teleconnect Long Distance Services & System Company, MCI WorldCom Network Services, Inc., TTI National, Touch 1 Long Distance, Inc., and BLT Technologies, Inc., which contain state-specific revenues, tax identification and return information and access line counts, except for the Taxpayer ID Number of MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc., and the Taxpayer ID Number of Intermedia Communications, Inc.

3. That the annual report deadline requirement of 4 CSR 240‑10.080 is waived and the 2001 Annual Reports of MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc., Brooks Fiber Communications of Missouri, Inc., Metropolitan Fiber Systems of St. Louis, Inc., Metropolitan Fiber Systems of Kansas City, Missouri, Inc., Intermedia Communications, Inc., MCImetro Access Transmission Services, Inc., Teleconnect Long Distance Services & System Company, MCI WorldCom Network Services, Inc., TTI National, Touch 1 Long Distance, Inc., and BLT Technologies, Inc. are accepted.

4. That a copy of this order shall accompany the annual reports.

5. That this order shall become effective on October 28, 2002.

6. That this case may be closed on October 29, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Ronald D. Pridgin, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 18th day of October, 2002.
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