Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of an Investigation into City Utilities of Springfield Plastic Pipe Failures and the Adequacy of its Leak Survey Procedures, Installation Procedures and Replacement Criteria.
	)))))
	Case No. GS-2004-_____


MOTION TO OPEN CASE


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its Motion to Open Case states:


1.
The Commission has the authority to require every gas utility, including municipal gas systems, to operate its system in a manner that promotes and safeguards the public safety.  Section 386.310 RSMo 2000.  


2.
After hearing or complaint, the Commission may issue orders to require a utility to take steps to safeguard the safety of its employees, customers and the public.  Section 386.310 RSMo 2000.  


3.  
City Utilities of Springfield is a municipal gas corporation under Section 386.310 and is subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission under this section of the Commission’s enabling statute.


4.
An incident occurred in Springfield, Missouri at the Ozark Empire Fairgrounds in which natural gas leaking from plastic pipe resulted in an explosion in which an employee of the Ozark Empire Fair was killed.  The leak in the plastic pipe was the result of rock impingement that caused it to fail.  There was an additional natural gas ignition involving the same type of plastic pipe and method of failure at 3050 North Kentwood, Springfield, Missouri, on July 10, 2003.


5.
Concurrent with this request, Staff is filing its Final Gas Incident Report concerning the Ozark Empire Fairgrounds case.  As a result of its investigation, Staff recommends a more in-depth examination and evaluation of City Utilities plastic natural gas mains and service line piping failures, leak survey techniques over certain identified plastic natural gas mains and service lines, and examination and evaluation of the current program replacements.  Staff is, therefore, requesting that the Commission create a specific case for that purpose. 


6.
Staff recommends that the Commission open this case to, among other things:  

(1) identify the plastic mains and service pipes that maybe susceptible to brittle-like cracking because of rock impingements, (2) determine the criteria that should be used to identify plastic mains and service lines as potential risks for brittle-like failure due to rock impingement such as installation, operating and environmental conditions and piping failure characteristics, (3) evaluate the effectiveness and the need to increase or expand the leak surveys over the identified plastic mains and service lines (example:  the need for bar hole surveys over piping under continuous pavement), (4) recommend replacement of plastic mains and service lines found in need of remedial action, (5) recommend and monitor completion of the replacement of all plastic service lines identified as having the potential for failure due to rock impingement or other factors.  

7.
The Staff will file a report detailing the findings of its investigation no later than six months from the date of this filing.   Staff will make recommendations in its report to the Commission concerning proposed orders, as appropriate, designed to promote and safeguard the public safety.   


WHEREFORE the Staff recommends that the Commission open a case for the reasons noted above.
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