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Staff Response to OPC's Motion to Suspend Tariff Filing and Southwestern Bell Telephone Company’s Response


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its motion states:


1.
On October 15, 2002, Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P., d/b/a Southwestern Bell Telephone Company (SWBT), an incumbent local exchange carrier (ILEC), submitted to the Missouri Public Service Commission proposed revised tariff sheets for its General Exchange Tariff, P.S.C. Mo.- No. 35.  The proposed changes would introduce rates and billing options for wireless 9-1-1 service. 


2.
The Office of the Public Counsel filed a motion to suspend this tariff filing on October 14, 2002 and attached a copy of the proposed tariff filing per 4 CSR 240-2.065.


3.
The Commission ordered SWBT to file a response to OPC’s motion on November 4, 2002.  Staff was ordered to respond to both the motion and response by noon November 6, 2002.  SWBT filed its response on November 4, 2002. 


4.
SWBT’s response spoke of cost studies that support its tariff filing.  Staff has not reviewed these cost studies and is in the process of doing so.  Staff recommends the Commission suspend the tariff filings and set a date for hearing so that Staff may review all the information and the Commission may consider the propriety of the rates included in the tariff filing.  


5.
Section 392.230.3 RSMo 2000 authorizes the Commission to suspend this tariff filing and to enter upon a hearing concerning its propriety.


WHEREFORE, the Staff requests the Commission to suspend the operation of the proposed Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P., d/b/a Southwestern Bell Telephone Company’s Tariff File No. JI-2003-0845 pursuant to Section 392.230.3, to set this matter for hearing.
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