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Staff Motion to Stay Procedural Schedule
COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, and respectfully states as follows:

1.
On January 31, 2002, The Phone Connection, Inc. d/b/a Affordable Phone Company, filed an Application for Certificate of Service Authority and for Competitive Classification with the Commission.  On March 12, 2002, ALLTEL Missouri, Inc. filed a timely application to intervene, and the Commission granted intervention on March 27, 2002 and directed that the parties file a proposed procedural schedule no later than April 26, 2002. 

2.
On April 15, 2002, ALLTEL Missouri, Inc. filed its Notice of Withdrawal of Intervention.  As ALLTEL has withdrawn, and the intervention deadline set in the Commission’s February 13, 2002 Notice of Applications has elapsed, no parties other than The Phone Connection, Inc. d/b/a Affordable Phone Company; the Office of the Public Counsel; and the Commission’s Staff remain in this proceeding.   

3.

None of the remaining parties have requested a hearing from the Commission.  As the Commission is aware, the requirement for a hearing is met when the opportunity for hearing has been provided and no proper party has requested the opportunity to present evidence.  State ex rel. Deffenderfer Enterprises, Inc. v. Public Serv. Comm’n, 776 S.W.2d 494, 496 (Mo.App. 1989).  Accordingly, Staff suggests that the Commission may suspend the requirement that the parties file a proposed procedural schedule no later than April 26, 2002, and allow Staff to file its Recommendation on The Phone Connection, Inc. d/b/a Affordable Phone Company’s Application, no later than May 20, 2002.

4.
Counsel for Staff has conferred with counsel for the Office of the Public Counsel and The Phone Connection, Inc. d/b/a Affordable Phone Company, and neither have any objection to Staff’s request.

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests the Commission suspend the requirement  that the parties file a proposed procedural schedule no later than April 26, 2002, and direct Staff to file its recommendation no later than May 20, 2002.
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