BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Of the State of Missouri
	In the Matter of an Investigation Into Various Issues Related to the Missouri Universal Service Fund.
	)

)

)
	Case No.  TO-98-329


Motion for commission order directing 

 fund administrator assessments and carrier surcharges 

AND MOTION FOR CLARIFICATION

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and for its Motion for Commission Order Directing the Fund Administrator to Begin Collecting Assessments and Motion for Clarification states:

1. The Commission established the Low-Income/Disabled portion of the Missouri Universal Service Fund (“MoUSF”) in its March 21, 2002 Report and Order Establishing Low-Income/Disabled Fund (“Order”).  

2. Funding for the Low-Income/Disabled portion of the MoUSF is to be accomplished through assessments on telecommunications carriers.
  Eligible carriers shall recover their assessments from the Missouri Universal Service Fund through an explicit surcharge on bills to end-users.  The Commission concluded in its Order:

Because there are rule changes needed, and because there are administrative matters that the Missouri Universal Service Fund Board needs to address, the Commission will establish in a later order the dates on which assessments are to begin, and on which carriers may begin adding the surcharge to customers’ bills.

3. In 2003 the Commission made the necessary rule amendments to implement the Low-Income/Disabled portion of the MoUSF.   In July 2004, the Missouri Universal Service Fund Board selected a MoUSF Administrator.  Accordingly, the Staff requests that the Commission direct the MoUSF Administrator to begin assessing carriers on January 1, 2005.  The Staff also requests that the Commission direct the Data Center to send notice to all certificated telecommunications companies, except payphone providers and STS providers, advising them that they may begin billing their customers the MoUSF surcharge on January 1, 2005, if applicable.  The Administrator advised the Staff that these dates are acceptable.  

4. The Staff also asks that the Commission clarify an inconsistency in the Commissions MoUSF rules regarding funding for the MoUSF.  Rule 4 CSR 240-31.060 requires the MoUSF Board to review and approve the appropriate percentage assessment to be made upon each telecommunications company.  However, rule 4 CSR 240-31.065, which was added in 2003 to implement a surcharge, states that the percentage assessment is to be ordered by the Commission.   It was not the Staff’s intention in proposing rule 4 CSR 240-31.065 to amend this requirement, which was included in the original 1998 version of 4 CSR 240-31.060.  The Staff believes it is appropriate for the MoUSF Board to consider and approve the percentage assessment and will propose an amendment to 4 CSR 240-31.065 to make the correction.  The Staff further requests that the Commission clarify in its order establishing the assessment dates that the MoUSF Board will approve the assessment percentages rather than by order of the Commission.

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission establish the dates on which assessments are to begin and on which carriers may begin assessing a surcharge; and clarify that the MoUSF Board will approve the assessment percentages rather than by order of the Commission.
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� Payphone providers, shared tenant service providers and carriers with annual net intrastate jurisdictional revenue of less than $24,000 are exempted from the assessments.


� Report and Order Establishing Low-Income/Disabled Fund, pp. 16-17.
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