BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Missouri Gas Energy’s, 
)

Tariffs to Implement a General Rate 

 )
 
Case No. GR-2004-0209

Increase for Natural Gas Service

)

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE SURREBUTTAL TESTIMONY AND MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and respectfully submits as follows: 

1.  On November 4, 2003, Missouri Gas Energy (MGE), a division of Southern Union Company, filed tariff sheets with the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) to implement a general rate increase for natural gas service in an annual amount of $44,875,635.   

2.  Surrebuttal Testimony is due in this case on June 11, 2004.  

3.  Staff became aware that MGE was using witness Roger Morin only when MGE filed rebuttal testimony on May 24, 2004.  Staff is scheduled to take the phone deposition of MGE Witness Roger Morin on June 10, 2004.  This is the only time that MGE could make Professor Morin available, and Staff could not schedule the deposition earlier.  Under the present schedule, Staff will not be able to utilize deposition material in Surrebuttal Testimony, which is presently scheduled for June 11.  Staff requests that the date for filing Surrebuttal Testimony for this case be extended to June 14, 2004 for all Parties on all issues. 

4.  Staff requests that the Commission shorten time for response to this Motion and order any Party wishing to respond to do so by June 7, 2004, and rule as soon thereafter as possible so that the Parties may have clear guidance on the date that Surrebuttal Testimony is due.  This request was filed as promptly as it could be filed given the substantial events occurring in this case.  Accordingly, Staff requests that the Commission grant expedited treatment to the Motion and rule on June 8, 2004 or as soon thereafter as possible pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.080.  Granting this Motion will give Staff the opportunity, as well as other Parties who may want to attend the deposition of Professor Morin, to utilize such evidence in Surrebuttal Testimony.   


5.  All Parties have been notified of Staff’s intent to file this Motion.  All Parties, except MGE, have no objection to this Motion. 


WHEREFORE, Staff respectfully requests the Commission issue the Order requested herein extending the filing date for Surrebuttal Testimony until June 14, 2004 and grant Staff’s Motion for Expedited Treatment.      
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