BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Union

)

Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE for

)

an Order Authorizing the Sale, Transfer

)

and Assignment of Certain Assets, Real Estate
)
Case No. EO-2004-0108

Leased Property, Easements and Contractual
)

Agreements to Central Illinois Public

)

Service Company d/b/a AmerenCIPS, and
)

in Connection therewith, Certain Other

)

Related Transactions.



)

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE REPLY BRIEFS AND PROPOSED FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND 
REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT

COMES NOW Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE and hereby requests that the time for filing Reply Briefs and Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law in the instant case be extended by one week, from by 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, June 2, 2004 to 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, June 9, 2004, and requests expedited treatment of this motion pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.080(16).  In support of this Motion, the Company states as follows: 
1.
Simultaneous initial briefs were originally due on May 13, 2004 at 4:00 p.m., a date and time that was extended by the Commission
 to May 18, 2004 at 4:00 p.m. at Staff’s request.  The Company received Public Counsel’s initial brief late in the day on May 18, and all but the conclusion and table of contents for Staff’s initial brief late in the evening of May 18.  Staff filed the rest of its initial brief on May 19.  Staff has requested leave to late-file its initial brief, and the Company has no objection to Staff’s request.  

2.
Staff’s initial brief is approximately 130 pages in length, and Public Counsel’s initial brief is just over 50 pages in length.  The combined length of Staff’s and Public Counsel’s briefs, the undersigned counsel’s other professional commitments, and the availability of necessary personnel as noted below preclude the undersigned counsel from having sufficient time to prepare a proper reply together with proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law within the time currently allowed by the revised briefing schedule.  The prior change in the briefing schedule has also impacted the availability of certain of the Company’s witnesses and other personnel necessary to assist in preparing the reply brief, some of whom are out-of-town for several of the days currently allowed between the filing of the initial briefs and the current due date for the reply briefs.  For these reasons, the Company requests a modest extension of the briefing schedule.   

3.
The undersigned counsel for the Company has consulted personally with counsel for each of the other parties to the instant case with regard to this request. The undersigned counsel for the Company has been authorized to advise the Commission that Staff has no objection to the Company’s request; that Public Counsel supports the Company’s request; and that the three intervenors, being Kansas City Power and Light Company, the Missouri Energy Group, and the Missouri Industrial Energy Consumers, have no objection to the Company’s request.
  

4.
Because the reply brief and proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law are presently due to be filed one week from today, the Company requests, pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.080(15) and (16), that the Commission expedite ruling on this motion.  Because counsel for all of the other parties either do not oppose or support this request, the Company respectfully suggests that time for responses to this Motion need not be given.  Granting the Company’s motion will assist the Company in submitting a reply brief and proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law that will provide appropriate assistance to the Commission in this case.  This modest extension, given the more than nine months that this case has been pending, will have no negative effect on the Company’s customers or the general public. 

  WHEREFORE, the Company hereby requests that the time for filing simultaneous reply briefs and proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law be extended from by 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, June 2, 2004 to by 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, June 9, 2004.  

   





Respectfully submitted,

SMITH LEWIS, LLP

/s/ James B. Lowery
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Attorneys for Union Electric Company

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE TC "CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE" \f C \l "1" 
I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing document was served on the following parties of record by e-mail this 26th day of May, 2004, at the e-mail addresses set forth below:

General Counsel

Missouri Public Service Commission

P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

gencounsel@psc.state.mo.us
Office of the Public Counsel

P.O. Box 7800

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

opcservice@ded.state.mo.us



Robert C. Johnson


Lisa C. Langeneckert

The Stolar Partnership LLP

911 Washington Avenue

St. Louis, MO 63101

bjohnson@stolarlaw.com
llangeneckert@stolarlaw.com
Michael A. Rump

Senior Attorney

Kansas City Power & Light Company

1201 Walnut

P.O. Box 418679

Kansas City, MO 64141-9679

mike.rump@kcpl.com
Diana M. Vuylsteke

Bryan Cave, LLP

211 N. Broadway, Suite 3600

St. Louis, MO 63102

dmvuylsteke@bryancave.com

/s/James B. Lowery

James B. Lowery

� See Order Re-Setting Briefing Schedule effective May 11, 2004 issued by Regulatory Law Judge Kevin A. Thompson by delegation of authority under Section 386.240, RSMo.


� None of the intervenors filed briefs in the instant case.






