BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

	In the matter of Missouri Public Service's Purchased Gas Adjustment factors to be reviewed in its 2000-2001 Actual Cost Adjustment.
	))))
	Case No. GR-2001-461

(as consolidated with 

GR-2000-520)


STAFF MOTION TO MODIFY PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission ("Staff") and respectfully states as follows: 


1.
Case No. GR-2000-520 deals with the matter of Missouri Public Service’s Purchased Gas Adjustment factors to be reviewed in its 1999-2000 Actual Cost Adjustment.    


2.
Case GR-2001-461 deals with the matter of Missouri Public Service’s Purchased Gas Adjustment factors to be reviewed in its 2000-2001 Actual Cost Adjustment.     


3.
On May 21, 2001, the Commission issued an Order Consolidating Cases and Order Establishing Procedural Schedule.   

4.
The next event in the Procedural Schedule is the Staff Recommendations in this case that are due on May 15, 2002.  

5.
Substantial changes have occurred which affect Staff’s ability to timely comply with the Procedural Schedule.  


6.
These changes include:  departure of experienced Staff who were involved in these and other Actual Cost Adjustment cases; necessary training time for new Staff; a delay in the contract with a consultant on hedging and providing information to that consultant; Staff time for multiple priorities including working on and with EFIS preparation, rate cases, testimony and hearings for previous ACA cases, meetings and hearings on incentive plans, responding to Company Data Requests, as well as participation in Commission Task Forces, and the additional time for discovery regarding the purchasing practices and use of storage for the winter months of 2000/2001.  The Company and Staff are having continued discussions in this area.     

7.
All of these factors have combined to make it extremely difficult for Staff to complete its audit within the existing Procedural Schedule and for this reason Staff is requesting a revised Procedural Schedule.  

8.
Staff proposes the following modifications to the existing Procedural Schedule:


July 9, 2002 

Staff Recommendations (Both cases-May be



filed together or separately)



August 9,  2002     
Company response to Staff Recommendation  

(Both cases)

September 11, 2002
Direct Testimony (Both cases, all parties 


wishing to file)

October 9, 2002   
Rebuttal Testimony (Both cases, all parties 


wishing to file)



October 16, 2002
Issues List to be filed.



October 23, 2002  
Position Statements (All Parties)

November 8, 2002
Surrebuttal testimony (Both cases, all parties 


wishing to file)


December 4-5, 2002
Hearing 


9.
Staff has consulted with Counsel for Aquila Networks-MPS and with the Office of Public Counsel.  Neither party has any objection to this request.


WHEREFORE, Staff recommends that the Commission issue its order in this case modifying the Procedural Schedule consistent Staff’s recommendations. 
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