Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of an Incident at East Burntwood Street in Springfield, Missouri.
	))
	Case No. GS-2003-


Motion to Open a Case


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) by and through counsel, and in support of its motion to open a case, states as follows:

1.
The Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) is vested with the responsibility to protect the health and safety of employees, customers and the public served by municipal gas systems under Section 386.310.1 RSMo. (2000). Section 393.140(5) RSMo. (2000) grants the Commission the authority to establish a case in order to receive information from any person or corporation under its jurisdiction pertaining to the safe, efficient and adequate use of property, equipment or appliances.  

2.
The City Utilities of Springfield (CU) operates a municipal gas system subject to Commission jurisdiction under Section 386.310.1 RSMo. (2000).  

3.
On Wednesday, September 25, 2002, at approximately 3:30 p.m., a natural gas flash fire was reported to have occurred in an excavation in front of 1904 E. Burntwood Street in Springfield, Missouri. As a result of the flash fire, a CU water department employee received burns and was transported to St. John’s Medical Center Burn Unit in Springfield for treatment of 3rd degree burns on his face and arms. 

4.
The Gas Safety Staff of the Commission has initiated a formal investigation into this matter and the request to open a case is being sought for the purpose of receiving the Gas Incident Report pertaining to the incident investigation.

5.
Commission policy as expressed in IP-2 (Missouri Public Service Commission, Internal Procedures) provides for the opening of a case for the purpose of receiving the Incident Report in connection with the incident’s investigation.

THEREFORE, based upon the foregoing, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission enter an Order establishing a case for the purpose of receiving a Gas Incident Report in connection with this incident. 
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