BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI








)

Linda T. Nelson and Vernon Ball,


)








)

Complainants,

)


v.





)  Case No. GC-2011-0394






)

Laclede Gas Company,



)





Respondent.

)

LACLEDE GAS COMPANY’S 
MOTION FOR A MORE DEFINITE STATEMENT   

COMES NOW Laclede Gas Company (“Laclede” or “Company”) and files this motion for a definite statement, and in support thereof, states as follows:

1.
On June 16, 2011, Complainants Linda T. Nelson and Vernon Ball (“Complainants”) filed a complaint against Laclede.  By this pleading, Laclede seeks a Commission order requiring the Complainants to provide more facts and details so that Laclede can better understand the nature of the complaint.  Without such definition, Laclede is not able to adequately respond to the Complainant’s claims.
2.
The complaint
consisted of 5 pages of material.  The first two pages are the Commission’s standard complaint form.  Page 3 is a portion of a letter sent by Laclede to its customers in January 2006 regarding natural gas prices.  Pages 4 and 5 appear to be a letter addressed to the Commission in which the Complainants, among other things, inquire as to the Commission’s neutrality, and emphasize a point in the January 2006 letter that Laclede does not own natural gas wells.
3.
Laclede does not understand how or whether pages 3-5 support the complaint.  Laclede believes that these are extraneous materials unrelated to the complaint.  
4.
On page 5 of the complaint, Complainants refer to Commission rule 4 CSR 240-2.070.  Section 5(C) of that rule requires the complainant to describe the nature of the complaint “in a clear and concise manner.”  

5.
In paragraph 2 of the complaint, Complainant sets forth, in relatively clear handwriting, two counts that form the basis of the complaint.  The first count appears to state: “Year of over charge, asume, Guest, Wonder, Charge anything - ”.
6.
While this is certainly concise, it is not at all clear.  Laclede cannot fairly respond to this allegation and requests that the Complainants be required to describe this allegation with sufficient definiteness and particularity to enable Laclede to properly prepare a responsive pleading.

7.
Count 2 has more information than Count 1, but has no particulars or specifics regarding the time frame involved, or what Laclede may have done to damage the Complainants’ foundation.  To the best of Laclede’s knowledge and belief, the incident referred to in Count 2 may have occurred many years ago, but Laclede does not want to speculate and requests that the Commission require the Complainants to be more clear and definite regarding their complaint.    
WHEREFORE, Laclede respectfully requests that the Commission grant this motion and require the Complainants to make more clear and definite statements in their complaint.  
Respectfully submitted,



/s/ Rick Zucker






Rick Zucker



Assistant General Counsel



Laclede Gas Company



720 Olive Street, Room 1516



St. Louis, MO 63101



(314) 342-0533 Phone



(314) 421-1979 Fax



rzucker@lacledegas.com

Certificate of Service


The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Motion was served on the Complainant, the General Counsel of the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, and the Office of Public Counsel on this 24th day of June, 2011 by United States mail, hand-delivery, email, or facsimile.


/s/ Gerry Lynch
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