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Motion to Establish a Case
COMES NOW the Staff of the Public Service Commission of Missouri, and for its Motion to Establish Case states:

1.  The Missouri Public Service Commission has statutory responsibility to assure the health and safety of employees, customers, and the public served by municipal natural gas systems.  §386.310, RSMo 2000.  This section grants the Commission authority to issue orders after hearing to promote and safeguard employee, customer, and public safety.

2.  Unionville and Milan, Missouri, each owns a municipal gas system, and each municipality contracts with West Central Energy (consultant and operator) to operate and maintain their respective systems.  The distance between Milan and Unionville is approximately 25 miles. 
3.  On January 5, 2005, at approximately 12:25 a.m., a natural gas incident occurred in Unionville at a residence.  No injuries or fatalities were reported, but property damage in excess of $10,000 resulted.  On that same date, at approximately 3:10 a.m., a natural gas incident occurred in Milan to a residence.  Again, neither injuries nor fatalities were reported, but property damage is expected to exceed $10,000.

4.  Staff’s preliminary investigation indicates that both natural gas incidents may have resulted from a build-up of ice on the service regulators that adversely affected their proper operation.  The ice build-up may have caused both regulators to remain in an “open position,” resulting in an over-pressure condition downstream in the customers’ fuel lines.  

5.  The Staff believes that the excess pressure caused natural gas to vent at one or more location(s) downstream from the regulators, allowing natural gas to accumulate in the affected structures until an explosive gas-in-air concentration accumulated.  The ignition sources are still under investigation.

6.  Because of the similarity in circumstances, and the commonality of the operator, West Central Energy, Staff recommends that the Commission open a single case to investigate both incidents.

WHEREFORE, the Staff asks the Commission to open a case to investigate these incidents.
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