BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of The Empire
)

District Electric Company to Implement a
)

General Rate Increase for Retail Electric

)
Case No. ER-2004-0570

Service Provided to Customers in its Missouri
)
Tariff File No. YE-2004-1324

Service Area.




)

ORDER GRANTING LATE INTERVENTION

On June 17, 2004, Union Electric Company, doing business as AmerenUE, filed its untimely Application to Intervene herein.  On June 22, Aquila, Inc., also filed an untimely Application to Intervene.  On June 28, the Commission’s Staff filed its response to these late applications.  Staff did not oppose the applications.  No other parties have responded and the interval for doing so has passed.

AmerenUE and Aquila are electric utilities like Empire.  Their interest in this proceeding focuses on the Commission’s treatment of the depreciation of electric plant.  AmerenUE and Aquila assert that, as utilities, their interest herein is not identical to that of the general public.  

The Commission will grant these applications.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the Application to Intervene filed by Union Electric Company, doing business as AmerenUE, on June 17, 2004, is granted.  The Commission's Data Center shall add counsel for AmerenUE to the Service List maintained in this case.  

2. That the Application to Intervene filed by Aquila, Inc., on June 22, 2004, is granted.  The Commission's Data Center shall add counsel for Aquila to the Service List maintained in this case.  

3. That this order will become effective on July 12, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )
Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief Regulatory 

Law Judge, by  delegation of authority under

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 12th day of July, 2004.
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