BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Public Counsel's
)

Investigation into Certain Resource
)
Case No. EO-2004-0263

Planning Decisions of Empire District
)

Electric Company.



)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On December 18, 2003, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a Motion to Open Case, requesting that the Commission open a case to serve as a vehicle for Public Counsel's proposed investigation to certain resource planning decisions of Empire District Electric Company, and also to serve as a "receptacle" for Public Counsel's findings.  Public Counsel's investigation was evidently stimulated by Empire's recent public announcement of its decision to not build a large, coal-fired generation plant.

On December 23, Empire moved the Commission to set January 7, 2004, as the deadline for its response to Public Counsel's motion.  Empire states that Staff and Public Counsel have no objection to this request.  The Commission will grant Empire's request.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That Empire District Electric Company and the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall respond to Public Counsel's Motion to Open Case not later than 4:00 p.m. on January 7, 2004.

2.
That this Order shall become effective on December 29, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
(S E A L)

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 29th day of December, 2003.
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