BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Union Electric
)

Company, Doing Business as AmerenUE, for an
)

Order Authorizing the Sale, Transfer and Assign-
)

ment of Certain Assets, Real Estate, Leased

)
Case No. EO-2004-0108

Property, Easements and Contractual Agreements
)

to Central Illinois Public Service Company, Doing
)

Business as AmerenCIPS, and, in Connection

)

Therewith, Certain Other Related Transactions.

)

ORDER STAYING PORTION OF ORDER 

CONCERNING DISCOVERY CONFERENCE 

AND DIRECTING FILING

On January 16, 2004, a discovery conference was convened pursuant to Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.090(8)(B).  The conference was recorded.  Public Counsel John Coffman, the movant, appeared with Ryan Kind of his office.  Union Electric Company, doing business as AmerenUE, appeared telephonically by Joseph Raybuck, its Managing Assistant General Counsel.  The Commission's Staff appeared by Steven Dottheim, Chief Deputy General Counsel.  No other parties appeared.  The transcript was filed on January 20, 2004.  

The Regulatory Law Judge ruled on each disputed matter at the recorded discovery conference and issued a written order by delegation on January 23 that embodied those rulings.  Union Electric filed its Motion for Reconsideration on January 30 and Public Counsel filed his Formal Motion to Compel and Response to Union Electric's Motion for Reconsidera​tion on February 10.  

Union Electric seeks reconsideration of the Regulatory Law Judge's ruling compelling discovery with respect to Public Counsel's Data Requests 532, 535 and 536 to the extent that the Regulatory Law Judge required the disclosure of certain items for which Union Electric has asserted the attorney-client privilege.  That portion of the Order Concerning Discovery Conference of January 23 must be stayed pending reconsideration by the Commission and Union Electric's Motion for Reconsideration shall be read to include such a request.  

Public Counsel, in turn, seeks reconsideration of the Regulatory Law Judge's refusal to compel discovery with respect to Public Counsel's Data Requests 571, 572 and 573.  That motion is not yet ripe because Union Electric has had no opportunity to respond to it.  In an effort to resolve this matter as expeditiously as possible, the Commission will shorten time to respond by two days, and require that Union Electric file its response by February 18.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That Ordered Paragraph No. 1 of the Commission's Order Concerning Discovery Conference, issued on January 23, 2004, is stated pending the further order of this Commission.  

2. That Union Electric Company, doing business as AmerenUE, shall file its response to Public Counsel's motion to compel discovery with respect to Data Requests 571, 572 and 573, filed on February 10, 2004, by 4:00 p.m. on February 18, 2004.  
3. That this order shall become effective on February 11, 2004.  

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri, 

on this 11th day of February, 2004.  
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