BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Petition of Ellington Telephone
)

Company for Suspension and Modification of the
)
Case No. TO-2004-0480

FCC's Requirement to Implement Number Portability.
)

ORDER ADOPTING PROTECTIVE ORDER

AND DIRECTING FILING

On March 19, 2004, Ellington Telephone Company filed its Petition for Suspension and Modification of Local Number Portability Obligations, together with a Motion for Expedited Treatment and a Motion for Protective Order.  Ellington requests that the Commission act by April 15, 2004.  Ellington further asserts that it plans to file highly confidential and proprietary information in support of its petition and states that it is appropriate under Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.085 to protect such information with a protective order.

The Commission finds that a protective order is appropriate in this matter.  The parties shall comply with the protective order attached hereto.  The Commission further finds that its Staff should respond to Ellington's motion for expedited treatment.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the protective order attached hereto as Attachment A is adopted.

2. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall respond to Ellington's Motion for Expedited Treatment no later than 12:00 Noon on Friday, March 26, 2004, by filing a pleading stating whether or not expedited treatment should be granted as Ellington requests and further stating a date certain upon which its memorandum and recommendation in this matter will be filed.  

3. That this order shall become effective on March 22, 2004.  

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
(S E A L)

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to Section 386.240,

RSMo 2000.  

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 22nd day of March, 2004.  
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