STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 9th day of December, 2003.

In the Matter of the Application of Gascosage Electric
)

Cooperative and Three Rivers Electric Cooperative
)

for Approval of a Written Territorial Agreement

)

Designating the Boundaries of Each Electric Service
)
Case No. EO-2004-0217

Supplier within Camden, Cole, Franklin, Gasconade,
)

Maries, Miller, Moniteau, Osage, Phelps, and Pulaski
)

Counties, Missouri.

)

ORDER GRANTING WAIVER

AND DIRECTING FILING
On November 7, 2003, Gascosage Electric Cooperative and Three Rivers Electric Cooperative filed their Joint Application seeking approval of their territorial agree​ment.  The agreement sets out their exclusive service areas for new structures in Camden, Cole, Franklin, Gasconade, Maries, Miller, Moniteau, Osage, Phelps, and Pulaski Counties, Missouri.  The Joint Application states that each applicant is a Missouri corporation and a rural electric cooperative engaged in the delivery of electrical energy and service to its members within certain Missouri counties.  On November 14, the Commission issued its Order Directing Notice, requiring the Joint Applicants to provide notice of the proposed agreement to their respective customers.  The Commission also directed notice to the County Commission, representatives in the General Assembly and media of each of ten affected counties.

On November 17, the Joint Applicants moved  the Commission to waive the requirement of customer notice.  The Joint Applicants explain that the proposed territorial agreement, while defining their exclusive service areas, does not affect any present customer of either system.  No customer's supplier will change as a result of the agreement.  No customer's rates or conditions of service will change as a result of the agreement.  The Joint Applicants further state that they fear that the notice, if required, will result in customer confusion.  For these reasons, the Joint Applicants urge the Commission to waive the customer notice provision of the Order Directing Notice.

On November 20, the Commission directed its Staff and the Office of the Public Counsel to respond to the joint motion and to advise the Commission whether or not the requested waiver should be granted.  Staff and the Public Counsel responded as directed on December 1.  Both Staff and Public Counsel suggested that the waiver should be granted and that customer notice not be required under the circumstances of this case.  Staff further pointed out that the Joint Applicants had not filed proof of service on the other electrical suppliers serving the territory covered by the proposed territorial agreement as required by Section 394.312.3, RSMo 2000.  Staff suggests that such proof of service be filed.

The Commission will grant the requested waiver and direct the Joint Applicants to file proof of service on the other electrical suppliers serving the territory covered by the proposed territorial agreement as required by Section 394.312.3, RSMo 2000.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Joint Motion for Waiver of Commission Order to Provide Customer Notification, filed herein on November 17, 2003, by Gascosage Electric Cooperative and Three Rivers Electric Cooperative, is granted.
2. That Gascosage Electric Cooperative and Three Rivers Electric Cooperative shall provide notice of the joint application to all other electrical suppliers serving any part of Camden, Cole, Franklin, Gasconade, Maries, Miller, Moniteau, Osage, Phelps, and Pulaski Counties, Missouri, within ten days of the effective date of this order and shall file proof thereof in this case.  Such notice shall advise such other electrical suppliers that they shall have ten days from the date of receipt of the notice within which to file an applica​tion for intervention with:

Dale Hardy Roberts, Secretary

Missouri Public Service Commission

Post Office Box 360

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

and send copies to:

Victor S . Scott

Lisa Cole Chase

Andereck, Evans, Milne, Peace


& Johnson L.L.C.

700 East Capitol Avenue

Post Office Box 1438

Jefferson City, MO 65102-1438

and:

Office of the Public Counsel

Post Office Box 7800

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102
3. That this Order will be effective on December 9, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )
Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

Gaw, Ch., Murray, Forbis, 

and Clayton, CC., concur.

Simmons, C., absent.

Thompson, Deputy Chief Regulatory Law Judge

PAGE  
3

