BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of The Empire
)

District Electric Company to Implement a General
)
Case No. ER-2004-0570
Rate Increase for Retail Electric Service Provided
)
Tariff File No. YE-2004-1324
to Customers in its Missouri Service Area.
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

In order to facilitate the Commission's consideration and determination of this case, the Commission will direct its Staff to file certain Scenarios.

The Commission's Staff shall conduct fuel model runs using the following postulated, unhedged natural gas prices per MMBtu:  $5.00, $5.25, $5.50, $5.75, $6.00, $6.25, $6.50, $6.75, and $7.00.  Staff shall use the above postulated, unhedged natural gas prices in concert with the currently hedged natural gas position of Empire as reflected in its rebuttal filing.
  Staff shall report three items from each of these scenarios:  (1) the weighted average natural gas price input (including both hedged and unhedged gas);  (2) the total MMBtu of natural gas burned at each natural gas price point;  and (3) the total fuel and purchased power expense at each price point.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall, not later than 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 30, 2004, file its pleading containing the information requested above.  

2. Other parties may file similar scenarios by the same deadline.  

3. That this order will become effective on December 20, 2004.  

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 20th day of December, 2004.

� Beecher Rebuttal, Ex. 6, page 5. 
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