BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of The Empire
)

District Electric Company to Implement a
)

General Rate Increase for Retail Electric

)
Case No. ER-2004-0570

Service Provided to Customers in its Missouri
)
Tariff File No. YE-2004-1324

Service Area.




)

ORDER SETTING LOCAL PUBLIC HEARINGS

On April 30, 2004, The Empire District Electric Company submitted to the Missouri Public Service Commission certain proposed tariff sheets, Tariff File No. YE‑2004‑1324.  The purpose of the filing, according to Empire, is to implement a general rate increase for retail electric service provided by the Company.  Empire states that the new retail electric service rates are designed to produce an additional $38,282,294 in gross annual electric revenues excluding gross receipts, sales, franchise, and occupational  taxes, a 14.82% increase over existing revenues.  Empire states that the "proposed rate increase is driven by several factors.  These include the higher cost of fuel utilized in the generation of  electricity, the increased cost of purchased power, increased operation and maintenance expense and depreciation expense, the cost of capital investments and other costs associated with providing safe and reliable electric service to Empire's customers."  The tariff sheets attached to Empire’s pleading displayed an issue date of April 30, 2004, and a proposed effective date of May 30, 2004.  Together with its proposed tariff sheets and other minimum filing requirements (contained in Section B), the Company also filed prepared direct testimony in support of its requested rate increase, including the prepared testimony of twelve witnesses with supporting schedules and a depreciation study.

On May 5, the Commission suspended the proposed tariff sheets for 120 days plus six months beyond May 30, 2004, until March 27, 2005.  In the same order, the Commis​sion issued its standard protective order as Empire had requested in a motion filed simultaneously with its proposed tariff sheets.  The Suspension Order also set an inter​vention deadline of May 25 and a prehearing conference for June 3.  Praxair, Inc., filed its Application to Intervene on May 5; the Commission granted the uncontested application on May 20.  Explorer Pipeline Company applied to intervene on May 20, as did the Missouri Department of Natural Resources, represented by the Missouri Attorney General, on May 25.  No one opposed either of these applications and they were granted at the prehearing conference on June 3.  

On June 17, the Commission adopted the proposed procedural schedule suggested by the parties.  The parties had suggested that two local public hearings be held, one in Branson and one in Joplin.  The Commission accepted this suggestion.  The parties also proposed that the hearings be held during the period October 12‑14, 2004.  Unfortunately, that suggested schedule is no longer possible.  

The Commission will set the local public hearings in this case as set out below.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the following schedule of Local Public Hearings is adopted:

Reeds Spring Regional TCRC
November 22, 2004

Reeds Spring High School
12:30 p.m.

Highway 413 South

Reeds Spring, Missouri

Webster Hall
November 22, 2004

Missouri Southern State College
6:00 p.m.

3950 East Newman Road 

Joplin, Missouri  64801-1595

The local public hearings will be held in facilities that meet the accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in a hearing should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the hearing.

2. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall be available at the hearing site during the first half-hour of each local public hearing scheduled herein to answer questions from members of the public.

3. That The Empire District Electric Company shall provide notice of the Local Public Hearings referred to above to its customers by billing insert, as directed in the Suspension Order issued by the Commission on May 5, 2004, and substantially in the form therein set out.  As provided in that order, the Company is authorized to provide notice either less than ten days or more than 45 days prior to the hearings if by doing so the notice may be included on or with a regular billing.  
4. That the Data Center of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall serve a copy of this order upon the county commission of each county in The Empire District Electric Company's Missouri service area.

5. That the Commission's Public Information Office shall make this order or the information contained in this order available to the media serving each county in The Empire District Electric Company's Missouri service area and to the members of the General Assembly representing the residents of The Empire District Electric Company's Missouri service area. 

6. That this order shall become effective on October 7, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by  delegation 

of authority under Section 386.240, 

RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 7th day of October, 2004.
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