
CASE NO : GR-2001-382

James B. Deutsch/Henry T. Herschel
Blitz, Bardgett & Deutsch, L.C .
308 East High Street, Suite 301
Jefferson City, MO 65101

STATE OF MISSOURI
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

JEFFERSON CITY
January 24, 2001

Office of the Public Counsel

	

General Counsel
P.O . Box 7800

	

Missouri Public Service Comnvssion
Jefferson City, MO 65102

	

P.O. Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Gary W. Duffy/Dean Cooper

	

Robert J. Hack
Brydon, Swearengen & England P.C .

	

Missouri Gas Energy
P . O . Box 456

	

3420 Broadway
Jefferson City, MO 65102

	

Kansas City, MO 64111

Enclosed find certified copy of a NOTICE OFEXPARTS CONTACT in the above-
numbered case(s) .

Sincerely,

4L
Dale Hardy Roberts
Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge



DATE:

	

January 24, 2001

cc :

	

Executive Director
General Counsel

Notice of Ex Parte Contact

TO:

	

All Commissioners
All Parties in Case No. GR-2001-382

FROM :

	

Dale Hardy Roberts, Chief Law Judge

On January 20, 2001, Commissioners Kelvin Simmons, Robert Schemenauer and I attended a public
meeting in Kansas City, Missouri . The subject ofthat meeting was intended to be how various state
agencies might assist Missouri citizens in their efforts to deal with the rising cost of gas . However,
upon our arrival we found that copies ofthe two documents attached hereto had been placed in every
seat in the auditorium and were being made available at the door . The Commission is currently
considering the same issues as to those set out in these documents in Case No. GR-2001-382 . The
Commission is bound by the same exparte rule as a court of law .

Pursuant to 4 CSR 240-4 .020(4) it is improper for any person to attempt to sway thejudgement of
the Commission by undertaking, directly or indirectly, outside the hearing process, to bring pressure
or influence to bear upon the Commission, or the Regulatory Law Judge assigned to the proceeding .
Whenever such contact might occur 4 CSR 240-4.020(a) states : as exparte communications (either
oral or written) may occur inadvertently, any member ofthe Commission or Regulatory Law Judge
who received the communication shall immediately prepare a written report concerning the
communication and submit it to the Chair and each member of the Commission . The report shall
identify the person(s) who participated in the ex parte communication, the circumstances which
resulted in the communication, the substance of the communication, and the relationship of the
communication to a particular matter at issue before the Commission .

Therefore, out of an abundance of caution, I think it appropriate to submit this notice of ex parte
contact pursuant to the standards set out in the rules cited above . This will ensure that any parry to
this case will have notice ofthe attached information and a full and fair opportunity to respond to the
comments contained therein . In addition, I have also attached a three page "sign-in list" of the
individuals who attended that public meeting .



THE TRUTH ABOUT THE'RISE
IN NATURAL GAS PRICES

THE MISSOURI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION IS THE STATE
AGENCY THAT SETS THE NATURAL GAS RATES FOR THE
CITIZENS OF MISSOURI . THIS COMMISSION IS APPOINTED BY
THE GOVERNOR, AND IS MADE UP OF THE FOLLOWING
INDIVIDUALS :

Sheila Lumpe, Chairman
Dianne Drainer, Vice-Chairman
Kelvin Simmons
Robert Schemenauer
Connie Murray

Each is paid $91,185 a year of taxpayer money .

The present high gas prices that Missourians are suffering from have been approved by
the Missouri Public Service Commission over the last few months. If the outrageous gas
prices that are driving people to poverty are not high enough, the MPSC is now going to
allow another 44% increase .

Recently MPSC Chairwoman Lumpe said there is little they can do to lower Missourians
heating bills . This is nothing but a lie, and demonstrates that the Missouri Public Service
Commission refuses to do their job ofprotecting the public from greed utility companies .

If the Missouri Public Service Commission was truly committed to helping people . they
could reject this 44% increase and demand a roll-back of our current high gas bills . The
big gas companies and their puppets on the MPSC want you to believe that these high gas
rates and future increases are necessary, but really they are only needed to allow the gas
company to guarantee high profits at your expense .

Our local representative on the Missouri Public Service Commission is Kelvin Simmons,
a former KCMG City Councilman . Instead of fighting for the citizens he used to
represent, he has become a lackey for the utility companies . He even accepted a
$1000 donation from Missouri Gas Energy on March 17, 1999 while running for City
Council. He is obviously bought and paid for by the utility company lobbyists . He
will be at today's meeting. Ask him about this donation and why he is supporting
the 44% increase.

Resolutions are going to be introduced in the Missouri House and
Missouri Senate to fire all 5 members of the Missouri Public
Service Commission. Call your State Representatives and

Senators and tell them to support these resolutions .



440~1312(11,97)

MISSOURI ETHICS COMMISSION
CONTRIBUTIONS AND LOANS RECEIVED Pa e 19

AM CD I

'"ZiVN""

INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE 1 . NAME OF COMMITTEE 2 . REPORT OFFICE USE
DATE ONLY

A ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED 4. DATE S. AMOUNT Freinds of Kevin Simmons 3/23/9FROM COMMITTEES REGARDLESS OF THE AMOUNT, OR FROM RECEIVED RECEIVED
PERSONS GIVING MORE THAN $25 TO A COMMITTEE . B. NON-ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED AMOUNT

AGGREGATE CHEETAP.V
CK IF (LIST BY CATEGORY, NOT BY INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS) RECEIVED

3 . NAME, ADDRESS AND OCCUPATION (LIST COMMITTEES FIRST) TO DATE MON
OR IN-KIND(

11 . TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FROM FUND-RAISERS NOT REQUIRING NAMES
NAME : Citizens for Responsible Energy Policy ANDADDRESSES (S25ORLESSIPERSON)(COMPLETE FORM CDIA)

ADDRESS : 3420 Broadway 6th Floor 3/1.7/99
5
1,000.0 12 . TOTAL ANONYMOUS CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FROM PERSONS

/STATE:
MONETARY

GIVING $25 OR LESS
PLOYER : Kansas City, Mo . 64111 NKIND 13 . TOTAL MONETARY CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FROM PERSONS

LM COMMITTEE: GIVING $25 OR LESS

NAME : Polsineui,White,Vardeman & Shalton 14 . TOTAL IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FROM PERSONS
nr`~11E" 700 w. 47th St. 3/17/99

$
500.00 (NOT COMMITTEES) GIVING $25 OR LESS

IEMPLDVER:
CITY/STATE :

Kansas City, Mo . 64112
. .. . . . . ... . . .. . . . . MONETARY

C. LOANS RECEIVED
15 . NAME AND ADDRESS OF LENDER

16. DATE
RECEIVED

17 . AMOUNT
wsLN

I COMMITTEE : IN- KIND
Hro
I,v

4neacD-IxI

NAME : Lathrop & Gage L.C. $ NAME : $(ADDRESS:, 2345 Grand -Blvd . ,3/1. . .7/99 . 200.0 ADDRESS:CITY/STATE
Kansas Mo . 64108 ' ' 0 MONETARY

EMPLOYER :
~Ei

City, El IN-KINDCOMMITTEE : NAME : $

NAME: Lavonne C. Poteet ADDRESS :
$

-ADDRESS : 800 Market St . 3/17/99 300.00CITY/STATE'
Lewisburg, PA "" . . . . Q MONETARY NAME : $

EMPLOYER .
i 01 COMMITTEE : Professor

INKIND ADDRESS :

E. AAron G. March NAME : $
DRESS: 700 W. 47th Ste . 1000 3/1_7/99

$
100.0 ADDRESS:

CITY(STATEt '- "" """ """" 0I MONETARY
EMPLOYER : Kansas City, Mo . 64112

200.00 FEI IN- KIND 18. SUBTOTAL: LOANS THIS PAGE (SUM COLUMN 17) $COMMITTEE :

6. SUBTOTAL : ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS THIS PAGE (SUM COLUMN 5) $2, 1 00.O 19 . SUBTOTAL: LOANS FROM ANY ATTACHED PAGES $

7 . SUBTOTAL : ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS ANY ATTACHED PAGES +9,163 .18 20 . TOTAL: LOANS THIS PERIOD (SUM 10 419) $

B . TOTAL: ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS THIS PERIOD (SUM 6 + 7) $1 1,263A H 21 . TOTAL : ALL IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS (SUM 10 t 14) $

9 . AMOUNT OF ITEM 8 THAT WAS RECEIVED AS MONETARY CONTRIBUTIONS $11,013.1 22 . TOTAL ALL MONETARY CONTRIBUTIONS (SUM 9,11 .12 8 13) $

10 AMOUNT OF ITEM B THAT WAS RECEIVED AS IN-IIND CONTRIBUTIONS $ 0 23 . MONETARY CONTRIBUTIONS AND LOANS RECEIVED REQUIRING A RECORD
. OF NAME AND ADDRESS (SUM 9,13 8 20) S
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STATE OF MISSOURI

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

I have compared the preceding copy with the original on file in this office and

I do hereby certify the same to be a true copy therefrom and the whole thereof.

WITNESS my hand and seal of the Public Service Commission, at Jefferson City,

Missouri, this 24th day of Jan. 2001 .

/U 114'w5
Dale Hardy Roberts
Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge


