BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Donald 8. McCandless, Jr.,
Petitioner,

v, CASE NO. EC-99-338

Kansas City Power & Light Company,

B

Respondent.

NOTICE OF FILING

On March 22, 1999, the attached four-page letter was
submitted to the Secretary of the Commission so that it might be
filed in Case No. EC-99-338. The gender initially directed this
letter to one of the Commission’s attorneys. However, upon
review of this document it would appear to be an attempted
response to the Respondent’s answer filed herein. Therefore,
this document was forwarded o the Commission’s Secretary for
filing.

Commission wxules require that all such pleadings be filed
with the Secretary of the Commission with one original and

fourteen copies. See 4 CSR 240-2,080(1). However, the attached

four-page document 1is written in the form o©f a letter and
correspondence is specifically excluded from the definition of a

pleading. See 4 CSR 240-2.010(12). If the comments of the




Complainant ag set out in this letter were meant to be considered
by the Commigsion and the other parties, it should have been
submitted in compliance with the rules. It would appear from the
record that the Complainant is not represented by legal counsel.
However, parties who represent themselves must satisfy all
relevant rules of procedure; they are entitled to no indulgence
they would not have received if represented by counsel. Sutton v.
Kestler, 930 S.W.2d 516 (Mo.App. W.D. 1996).

However, in the interest of judicial economy, it would seem
that accepting the Complainant’s letter ag a pleading may help to
reveal those points upon which the Complainant and Respondent
disagree and thereby may increase the chances for settlement. If
this increased communication does not facilitate settlement, it
might, at the least, expand each party’s understanding of those
issues which remain contested. Therefore, the attached document
will be filed as a pleading and, pursuant to the Commission’s
rules on such matters, every party shall have ten days from the

date of this notice to respond or object to this pleading.

E COM]VIISSION

thed] Binfs

Dale Hardy Rbberts
Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(s E A L)
Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,
on thig 25th day of March, 1999,

Roberts, Chief Regulatory Law Judge
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