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conformed copies of STAFF'S RESPONSE TO COMMISSION ORDER.
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Case No. EA-2000-37

STAFF'S RESPONSE TO COMMISSION ORDER

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) in response

to the Missouri Public Service Commission's (Commission) Order Directing Filing dated

July 27, 1999 . The Commission directed the Staff to file on or before my 30, 1999 its response

to Union Electric Company's Motion for Expedited Treatment, and to state in its response the

earliest date on which it believes it will be able to recommend whether or not the relief sought by

UE should be granted . In response to the Commission Order Directing Filing, the Staff states as

follows :

I .

	

The Staff hereby requests that the Commission schedule an early prehearing

conference, to convene as soon as possible after the close of the intervention period on

August 16, 1999, that the Commission already has set, for the purpose of setting a procedural

schedule . The Joint Dispatch Agreement referred to and addressed in Union Electric Company's

(UE) Application For Findings Pursuant To 15 U.S .C .A . §79z-5a(c) is a document that was a

material matter in the Staff's consideration of UE's application in Case No . EM-96-149 for

Commission authorization to merge with CIPSCO, Inc . Changes in that document and changes



in UE's capacity expansion plans are material matters that the Staff believes it needs to address

in its consideration of UE's July 19, 1999 Application.

2 .

	

The Staff has commenced discussions with UE regarding its filing in the instant

case, and has already requested from UE the detailed information needed to perform a

comprehensive review. Thus, in asking that the Commission order the convening of an early

preheating conference to occur shortly after the close of the aforementioned intervention period

set by the Commission, the Staff does not intend to indicate that it will do nothing in this

proceeding until an early preheating conference occurs . The Staff 'is working to expedite its

review of UE's Application; however, because it has not yet received the detailed information

from UE, Staff cannot at this time provide a credible estimate as to when it is likely to complete

its review.

WHEREFORE, for the above stated reasons, the Staff requests that the Commission

schedule an early prehearing conference for the purpose of submitting a procedural schedule in

the instant case .
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